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Presidio 

School 

finally 

gets 

funding 

by  Carol  Dimmick 

More  than  six  years  after  San 
Francisco  voters  approved  a  $95 
million  bond  measure  to  give  the 
school  district’s  aging  buildings  a 
much-needed  facelift,  renova¬ 
tions  at  Presidio  Middle  School 
are  finally  under  way. 

But  the  comprehensive  project 
that  was  touted  by  school  offi¬ 
cials  to  voters  in  1994  bears  little 
resemblance  to  the  scaled-back 
version  that  was  finally  given  the 
green  light  by  the  school  district 
last  August. 

According  to  Presidio  Middle 
School  Principal  A1  Dea,  exten¬ 
sive  renovations  to  the  gymnasi¬ 
um,  the  music  room  and  adminis¬ 
trative  offices  were  dropped  from 
the  original  plan.  The  stream¬ 
lined  project  also  lacks  promised 
repairs  that  included  new  drink¬ 
ing  fountains,  bathroom  upgrades 
on  the  upper  floors  and  new  win¬ 
dows  for  the  upper  floors. 

But  after  six  years  of  waiting, 
some  repairs  are  finally  under¬ 
way. 

In  January,  workers  began 
building  exterior  walkways  to 
make  the  school  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  The  majority  of  the  re¬ 
pairs,  including  electrical  work, 
renovations  to  the  auditorium,  re¬ 
pairs  to  bathrooms  on  the  ground 
floor  and  new  flooring  in  class¬ 
rooms,  are  scheduled  to  start  in 
the  spring  and  will  continue 
through  the  summer. 

Parents,  principal  get 
run-around  from  district 

According  to  Dea,  Presidio 
Middle  School  was  at  the  top  of 
the  district’s  priority  list  in  1994 
to  receive  funding  for  a  compre¬ 
hensive  $1.2  million  renovation 
project  that  already  passed 
muster  with  local  and  state  offi¬ 
cials.  But  once  voters  approved 
the  $95  million  bond  measure, 
the  project  disappeared  from  the 
district’s  radar  screen. 

“We  even  halted  summer 
school  in  1997  thinking  they 
would  begin  working,  but  noth¬ 
ing  happened,”  Dea  said. 

In  the  fall  of  1997,  a  group  of 
frustrated  parents  began  to  de¬ 
mand  answers  from  the  school 
district. 

Booth  Whitmer,  chairman  of 
the  school's  Site  Council,  re¬ 
called  that  when  she  questioned 
Lou  Blazej,  then  the  executive 
director  for  the  school  district's 
Department  of  Facilities 
Development  and  Management, 
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Easing  the  pain 
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Kathleen  Lemons  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Hemp  Center.  Lemons  says  that  many  of  her  clients  feel  more  comfort¬ 
able  coming  to  her  store  than  going  downtown  and  come  from  as  far  away  as  Santa  Cruz  and  San  Jose. 

Hemp  Center  provides  medical  marijuana 


by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

A  fly  in  the  ointment  in  the  debate  over 
medical  marijuana  works  out  of  a  non-de- 
script  building  in  the  Outer  Richmond 
District. 

Kathleen  Lemons  opened  The  Hemp 
Center  on  Balboa  Street  as  a  for-profit  busi¬ 
ness,  an  anomaly  since  non-profit  business¬ 
es  have  dominated  the  landscape  since  vot¬ 
ers  passed  a  statewide  law  legalizing  medi¬ 
cal  marijuana  use. 

“We  have  a  different  philosophy,” 
Lemons  said. 


While  non-profit  groups  want  to  keep 
their  books  open  to  the  public  and  discour¬ 
age  federal  government  involvement, 
Lemons  thinks  it  is  better  to  operate  the 
center  as  a  business,  paying  taxes  and  skip¬ 
ping  the  bureaucratic  hoops  and  audits  that 
have  to  be  negotiated  to  qualify  and  main¬ 
tain  non-profit  status. 

“Try  to  get  a  nonprofit  through  an  au¬ 
dit,”  Lemons  said. 

The  center’s  tax  status  was  undeter¬ 
mined,  as  of  presstime,  but  Lemons  was 
expecting  a  return  reply  from  the  state’s 
Franchise  Tax  Board. 


The  Hemp  Center,  located  at  2533 
Balboa  St.,  is  a  “primary  care”  center  that 
dispenses  medical  marijuanas,  and  its 
derivatives,  as  well  as  numerous  products 
made  of  hemp. 

People  come  from  all  over  the  state  to 
shop  at  the  small  shop,  which  is  about  400- 
square-feet  in  size  and  divided  into  three 
small  rooms.  They  chose  the  location. 
Lemons  says,  because  the  site  is  not  located 
in  a  dense  urban  area.  The  center  gives  a 
free  donation  each  week  to  those  with  a  let- 
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What’s  wrong  with  our  politi¬ 
cians? 

State  Sen.  John  Burton, 
who  represents  a  large  part  of  the  city 
at  Sacramento,  accepts  2,500  shares 
of  stock  in  an  Indian  gambling  casino 
in  Wisconsin  while  publicly  pushing 
for  Indian  gaming  in  California. 

And  he  thinks  there  is  nothing 
wrong  with  that. 

San  Francisco  Mayor  Willie  Brown,  a  mar¬ 
ried  man,  admits  he’s  to  father  a  child  out  of 
wedlock  with  his  38-year-old  fundraising  as¬ 
sistant. 

And  he  thinks  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
that. 

California  Sen.  Dianne  Feinstein,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Senate’s  Judiciary  Committee, 
bends  over  backwards  to  help  the  Fang  family 
extract  $66  million  out  of  the  Hearst 
Corporation  in  the  guise  of  keeping  San 
Francisco  a  “two  newspaper  town.” 


Politicians 
should  lead 
by  example 

Paul  Kozakiewicz 


And  she  thinks  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
that. 

Politicians  are  elected  by  the  people  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  people  to  do  the  people's  business. 
When  they  violate  the  public’s  trust,  they 
should  be  taken  to  task  for  the  transgression. 
Unfortunately,  that  is  rarely  the  case  in  San 
Francisco. 

Take  Mayor  Brown,  for  example.  At  a  time 
whensingle-mother  households  dominate  the 
African-American  community,  Brown  says  a 
child  out  of  wedlock  is  OK,  as  long  as  the  fa- 
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ing  raise  the  child  and  for  provides  fi¬ 
nancial  support.  Instead  of  taking  the 
moral  high-road,  the  mayor  chooses 
to  legitimize  the  moral  low-road.  He 
is  a  married,  66-year-old  man  that 
had  an  affair  that  produced  an  illegit¬ 
imate  child.  So  much  for  mayoral 
safe  sex/contraception  messages. 

Brown  was  great  at  wheeling  and 
dealing  and  getting  money  and  laws  passed 
for  the  City  while  he  represented  the  city  at 
Sacramento,  but  he  is  probably  the  worst 
mayor  this  city  has  seen  in  decades. 

The  homeless  situation  is  as  bad  as  it  ever 
was  and  nothing  is  being  done  to  help  those 
on  the  streets  that  need  a  helping  hand  -  espe¬ 
cially  the  mentally  ill  and  drug  dependent. 

There  is  no  comprehensive  long-term  plan 
for  housing,  transportation,  infrastructure 
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Disaster  training  for  local 
leaders  starts  March  6 


A  program  lo  train  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  in  the  art  of  disas¬ 
ter  survival  starts  up  for 
Richmond  District  residents  be¬ 
ginning  March  6. 

Sponsored  and  directed  by  the 
SF  Fire  Dept.,  the  free  sessions 
will  be  held  for  six  consecutive 
luesday  evenings  beginning  at 
6:30  p.m.  and  ending  between 
8:30  p.m.  and  9  p.m. 

The  Neighborhood  Emer¬ 
gency  Response  Team  classes 
cover:  Earthquake  Awareness 
(how  to  prepare  for  a  temblor 
and  what  to  do  when  it  hits); 
Basic  Disaster  Skills  (how  to 
handle  fires  and  natural  gas, 


water  and  electrical  controls); 
Disaster  Medicine  (medical 
triage  and  health  considerations 
of  the  rescuer);  Light  Search  and 
Rescue  (recognizing  various 
structural  impediments);  Team 
Organization  and  Management 
(disaster  psychology  and  rescue 
resources);  and  Hands-on 
Training. 

The  NERT  program  was  cre¬ 
ated  to  help  the  citizens  of  San 
Francisco  be  self-sufficient  in  the 
wake  of  a  major  disaster,  such  as 
a  major  earthquake.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  or  to  enroll  in  the  up¬ 
coming  NERT  training  program, 
call  (415)558-3459. 


i&iam  kitchen  #2 
Best  in  Thai  Food 

1125  Clement  St. 
(btwn.  12th  &  Funston) 
(415)  386-2332 


20%  OFF 

with  this  ad 
Expires  2-28-2001 
Free  Delivery  ($15  min.) 

Serving  Thai  Food  in 
San  Francisco  tor  More 
Than  20  Years 

Open  Daily  1 1 :30- 1 0:30 


Green  Apple  murals  unveiled 


Photo*:  Philip  Uborio  Gangi 


Artist  Barry  Forman  comes  down  off  the  ladder  Jan.  20  after  putting  up  the  first  of 
two  murals  commissioned  by  Green  Apple  Books.  Forman,  who  worked  on  the  murals 
with  his  wife  Kat  Wilson,  has  created  a  number  of  noticeable  storefronts  for  city 
businesses.  Some  of  Forman's  work  is  featured  in  a  recently  published  book,  "Grand 
Entrances:  Jazzy  Storefronts  in  San  Francisco."  _ 


Birders  count  ruffled  feathers 


The  annual  Audubon  Society 
Christmas  Bird  Count,  which 
took  place  Dec.  28,  2000,  found 
many  rare  birds,  but  lower  over¬ 
all  numbers  than  hoped. 

“Good  species  count,”  said 
Dan  Murphy,  Sunset  District  res¬ 
ident  and  former  president  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society. 


“The  numbers  seemed  to  be 
down  a  little.” 

Roughly  170  bird  species 
were  observed  by  volunteers  in  a 
15-mile  radius  that  encompasses 
the  City  and  many  miles  of  near¬ 
by  water.  But  birds  were  not  fully 
inventoried  on  the  ocean  or  bay 
because  no  boat  was  available. 


MONEY  MARKET  PASSBOOK  ACCOUNT 


GUARANTEED  MINIMUM  YIELD 
UNTIL  MAY  2001! 


5.50% 


APY* 


FOR  BALANCES  OF  $50,000  OR  MORE 


NO  ATM  FEES  WORLDWIDE" 

With  ATM  Rebate  Checking,  we  pay  all  your  ATM  fees 
(even  from  other  banks)  and  give  you  unlimited  FREE  ATM  withdrawals. 

When  you  open  an  ATM  Rebate  Checking  Account  with  Direct  Deposit  WE'LL  ADD  $100! 

•Minimum  balance  required  to  obtain  the  required  APY  for  a  Money  Market  Passbook  Account:  $500,000+,  5.50%  APY;  $90,000+,  5.50  APY;  $50,000+,  5.50 
APY;  $25,000+,  5.00%  APY;  $5,000+,  4.15  APY.  Minimum  $5,000  to  open  a  Money  Market  Passbook  Account.  Annual  percentage  yield  (APY)  is  as  of  the 
publication  date  and  may  change  after  account  is  opened.  However,  rates  are  not  subject  to  decrease  until  May  1,  2001.  Fees  may  reduce  earnings. 

••This  offer  is  limited  to  one  per  household  and  is  not  valid  if  you  have  participated  in  any  First  Republic  Bank  promotion  or  taken  advantage  of  any  First 
Republic  Offer  within  the  previous  180  days.  To  receive  the  bonus  you  must  open  a  new  ATM  Rebate  Checking  Account  with  direct  deposit.  $100  bonus 
will  be  credited  to  your  account  when  direct  deposit  is  activated.  Minimum  $500  to  open  ATM  Rebate  Checking  Account.  A  minimum  average  monthly  bal¬ 
ance  of  $2,500  is  required  to  avoid  the  monthly  service  charge  of  $12. 
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j!  Profitable  for  over  25  consecutive  years 

First  Republic  Bank 


It’s  a  privilege  to  serve  yous 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

1809  Irving  St.  (at  19th  Ave.)  Telephone  (415)  664-0888 
5628  Geary  Blvd.  (between  20th  &  21st  Ave.)  Telephone  (415)  751-3888 
44  Montgomery  St.  (at  Sutter  St.)  Telephone  (415)  392-3888 
3533  California  St.  (Laurel  Village)  Telephone  (415)  831-6688 
2001  Van  Ness  Ave.  (at  Jackson  St.)  Telephone  (415)  447-0888 
1088  Stockton  Street  (at  Jackson  St.)  Telephone  (415)  834-0888 
101  Pine  Street  (at  Front  St.)  Telephone  (415)  392-1400 

CONVENIENT  INTERNET  BANKING 

at  www.firstrepublic.com 

■Minimum  balance  necessary  to  obtain  the  stated  Annual  Percentage  Yield  (APY)  for  that  tier.  APY  is  in  effect  as  of  the  quotation  date.  For  Money 
Market  and  Checking  Accounts:  APY  is  subject  to  change  after  the  Account  is  opened.  Fees  may  reduce  earnings  on  the  Accounts).  For  Certificates  of 
Deposit:  Certificate  Accounts  are  subject  to  substantial  penalty  for  early  withdrawal. 

Additional  information  concerning  First  Republic  Bank's  Accounts  is  contained  in  our  Account  Disclosure  Brochure. 


FDIC 

INSURED 


Among  the  regulars  missed 
were:  the  American  Bittern, 
Green  Heron,  Wandering  Tattler, 
Ruddy  Turnstone,  White-throat¬ 
ed  Swift,  Acorn  Woodpecker, 
Horned  Lark  and  Loggerhead 
Shrike. 

Less  bay  birds  were  observed 
this  year,  resulting  in  less  Salt 
Water  Ducks,  scaup,  scoters  and 
gulls. 

“A  lot  of  these  birds  go  after 
herring  roe  and  herring  were 
somewhere  else  in  the  Bay,” 
Murphy  said. 

Only  one  wrentit  was  found, 
at  Bayview  Hill,  in  San 
Francisco. 

“The  loss  of  that  type  of  bird 
is  due  to  habitat  loss,”  said 
Murphy: 

Spotted  Towhee,  Hutton’s 
Vireo  and  California  Quail  re¬ 
mained  a  concern  with  low  num¬ 
bers  observed.  Feral  cats  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  are  alleged  to 
have  reduced  quail  numbers  in 
the  park. 

"Quail  remain  in  immanent 
threat  of  being  lost  in  the  City,” 
said  Murphy.  Only  20  to  30  were 
observed. 

Uncommon  and  rare  species 
observed  in  this  year’s  count  in¬ 
clude  the  Eurasian  Wigeon, 
Oldsquaw,  Barrow’s  Goldeneye, 
Hooded  Merganser,  Lesser 
Yellowlegs,  Black-legged 
Kittiwake,  Pigeon  Guillemot, 
Marbled  Murrelet,  Selasphorus 
Hummingbird,  Nuttall’s 
Woodpecker,  Tropical  Kingbird, 
House  Wren,  Western  Bluebird, 
Nashville  Warbler,  Western 
Tanager  and  the  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird. 

-  Ryder  Miller 


The  Law  Office  of 

HUSTER  & 
SCHNEIDER 


SPECIALIZING 
IN  PERSONAL 
INJURY  CASES 

21  YEARS  OF  SUPERIOR 
RESULTS  IN  CASES 
INVOLVING  AUTO 
ACCIDENTS,  MOTORCYCLE 
ACCIDENTS  AND  OTHER 
PERSONAL  INJURY  CASES. 

FREE  CONSULTATION 

221-5490 

309  4TH  AVENUE 

(At  Clement  Street) 
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Gung  Hay  Fat  Choy 

Richmond  celebrates  New  Year 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

The  Jingmo  Athletic  Association  performed  a  traditional 
Lion  Dance  at  the  Richmond  Branch  Library  Jan.  13.  The 
group  has  been  performing  at  public  libraries  for  10  years. 


by  Jonathan  Farrell 

The  news  of  a  power  crisis  in 
our  Golden  State  and  a  stock 
market  in  flux  leads  some  people 
to  have  a  pessimistic  view  to¬ 
ward  the  New  Year. 

Yet,  for  the  Chinese  commu¬ 
nity  the  New  Year  is  always  a 
time  of  renewal  and  hope  for  the 
future. 

January  24  marked  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Chinese  New  Year 
Celebration.  It  continues  for 
about  two  weeks.  Since  these 
festivities  are  set  to  follow  a  lu¬ 
nar  calendar,  parts  of  China  cele¬ 
brate  until  the  next  full  moon. 

Over  the  centuries  the  celebra¬ 
tion  has  been  referred  to  as  “The 
Time  of  the  Beginning,”  “The 
Beginning  of  the  First  Month,” 
and  “The  First  Morning  of  the 
Year.” 

It  was  not  until  the  early 
1900's  that  the  celebration  for  the 
New  Year  was  referred  to  as 
“The  Spring  Festival.” 

“Here  in  the  west  we  refer  to 
the  celebration  as  Chinese  New 
Year,  but  in  China  it  is  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  spring,”  said  Richmond 
District  native  Andrew  Wong. 

Wong,  who  went  to  China  to 
study  acupuncture,  said,  “When  I 
lived  in  Beijing,  from  1994  to 
1997,  I  did  not  see  parades  like 
we  have  here  in  San  Francisco. 

“The  main  focus  of  the  cele¬ 
bration  is  on  the  family.  When  I 
was  in  Beijing,  during  that  time 
of  year,  there  were  no  train  tick¬ 
ets  available  because  everyone 
was  traveling  to  be  with  family. 

“There  is  a  sense  of 
abundance  and  prosperity  to  all 
of  the  celebration  activities. 
During  the  New  Year,  people  ev¬ 
erywhere  want  to  be  home  with 
their  family  and  friends.  Foods 
and  other  items  are  presented  in 
pairs.  This  is  to  signify  that  no 
one  is  to  be  alone  and  that  all 
good  fortune  is  shared,”  Wong 
said. 

The  common  expression  dur¬ 
ing  the  New  Year,  “Gung  Hay 
Fat  Choy,”  translates  to  “may 
you  be  prosperous.” 

The  holiday,  according  to 
Wong’s  father,  Dr.  Adolphus 
Wong,  is  “for  most  Chinese  who 
are  serious  about  their  culture,  it 
is  where  your  heart  is.”  Wong  is 
also  a  native  San  Franciscan  and 
a  retired  physician  who  practiced 
medicine  for  more  than  30  years. 

“During  the  preparations,  ev¬ 
erything  must  be  cleaned  up  and 
debts  be  paid,"  Wong  said.  “This 
applies  not  only  to  your  house 
and  business  but  also  to  your  life. 
What  is  important  is  that  you 
prepare  what  is  in  your  heart.” 

The  senior  Wong  grew  up  in 
Chinatown  and  has  a  special  rev¬ 
erence  for  the  celebration. 

“For  me,  the  celebration  is  a 
personal  experience.  I  think  I  cel¬ 
ebrate  it  more  deeply  than  most 
people  do.” 

Wong  says  he  remembers  tfie 
celebrations  of  the  past  and  keeps 
much  of  that  tradition  with  him 
to  this  day. 

Rose  Dong,  a  long-time  fami¬ 
ly  friend,  explained. 

“There  are  the  ancient  and  the 
modern  aspects  to  the  celebra¬ 
tion.  The  most  traditional  is  the 
reverence  for  the  ancestors,”  she 
said. 

“This  is  often  expressed  with 
the  burning  of  incense  and  other 
customs  that  have  a  Buddhist  in¬ 
fluence.  During  the  two  weeks  of 
celebration,  people  visit  family 
and  friends,  bringing  things  such 
as  red  flowers  with  them,”  Dong 
said.  The  flowers  are  symbolic  of 


happiness  and  prosperity. 

“Usually,  it  is  an  elder,  such  as 
the  matriarch  that  directs  the 
events  for  the  family,”'she  said. 

“I  remember  my  mother 
cooked  all  the  traditional  foods. 
These  were  foods  prepared  to 
represent  fullness  and  abun¬ 
dance,”  Dong  refiectecj. 

“Dishes  were  served  in  quan¬ 
tities  of  eight.  The  number  eight 
is  good  luck  because  it  signifies 
fullness  and  represents  infinity. 
All  foods  were  prepared  whole, 
such  as  a  whole  chicken,  she 
said.  Prepared  whole,  they  repre¬ 
sent  wholeness,  a  concept  that 
has  a  beginning  and  an  end. 

“Cakes  that  rise  apd  flowers- 
in-bloom  filled  our  house  and 
nothing  sad  or  unpleasant  was  to 
be  mentioned.  It’s  a  perfect  time 
for  children  because  parents  are 
to  avoid  scolding  or  saying  any¬ 
thing  harsh,”  Dong  recalled. 
“Growing  up  in  Boston,  I  re¬ 
member  we  had  a  lot  of  freedom 
during  this  time  of  year.” 

It  was  also  a  profitable  time  of 
the  year  for  Dong  because  she 
would  get  spending  money. 

“It  was  a  real  treat  to  have  all 
this  spending  money,”  she  said. 

“Li  See”  and  the  zodiac 

Tracing  the  history  of  the  cel¬ 
ebration  and  its  customs,  in  times 
long  ago  money  was  in  the  form 
of  coins.  These  coins  were  tied 
together  with  red  string  and 
groups  of  100  coins  were  tied  to¬ 


gether  to  add  more  good  luck  and 
dispel  anything  bad. 

Gradually,  the  coins  were  re¬ 
placed  with  paper  currency  and 
the  string  was  replaced  with  red 
envelopes.  Traditionally,  these 
envelopes  or  “Li  See”  are  given 
to  children  by  grandparents  and 
elders  at  the  family  dinner. 

Like  the  red  envelopes,  many 
other  wishes  for  happiness  and 
wealth  are  expressed  during  the 
Chinese  New  Year. 

In  addition  to  preparing  food 
and  festivities,  the  Chinese 
Zodiac  is  full  of  meaning. 

Each  year  is  symbolic  of  one 
of  the  12  animals  in  the  Chinese 
astrological  system.  Devised  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  lunar  calendar,  this 
system  has  its  roots  in  ancient 
cyclical  formats.  The  lunar  calen¬ 
dar  was  established  during  the 
reign  of  Emperor  Huang  Ti  in  the 
year  2637  B.C. 

A  complete  cycle  of  60  lunar 
years  consists  of  five  12-year  cy¬ 
cles. 

Tradition  says  that  before 
Buddha  departed  the  Earth,  he 
called  a  meeting  of  all  the  ani¬ 
mals.  Only  12  showed  up  for  the 
meeting:  the  rat,  ox,  tiger,  rabbit, 
dragon,  horse,  pig,  dog,  monkey, 
sheep,  rooster  and  the  snake  (or 
serpent). 

In  appreciation,  Buddha  ap¬ 
pointed  each  one  to  a  year  in  the 
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fresh  Roasted  Turkey  Breast 
Sanduuiches. 

Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  fresh  Daily. 
"Best  Sandwiches  in  the  Richmond. ' 


P^DmiV  K€NO 

wtasterCard  and 
ATM  Cards 
Accepted 


FULL 

Selection 
of  Cold 
Cuts  ond 
Cheeses 


Fresh  Made 
Gyros  Doily 

Beef,  Lamb 
or  Chicken 


SniflDS  ■  D€SS€RTS  ■  UIIN€  ■  B€€R  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


734  la  Playa  ■  221-2031 

Open  7  Days  ■  Monday-Saturday  8:30  a.m.-6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  10  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 


STOREWIDE 

CLEARANCE 

SALE! 


SAVINGS  UP  TO  60%  OFF 

ON  SELECTED: 

•  Party  Goods  •  Albums  •  Gifts 

•  Stuffed  Plush  •  Stationary 

•  Collectibles  •  Picture  Frames 

•  Seasonal  Merchandise  •  Gift  Wrap 


Young's  Hallmark 

523  Clement  St.  @7thAve.  •  668-5898 

Open  Mon.-Sat.,  9:30-6:30/SUNDAY.  10:30-5 
Hurry!  Limited  to  stock  on  hand 


A 


RENTER’S  WORST 


NIGdil+MARE; 


Discovering  your  landlord’s  insurance 
doesn’t  cover  your  stuff. 


That's  why  you  should  give  me  a  call  about  renters  insurance. 

I'm  right  in  the  neighborhood,  offering  the  same  kind  of  affordable 
protection  millions  of  homeowners  trust  to  cover  their  "stuff." 


See  Agent, 

Ernie  Louie,  CLU 

Lie.#  0700879 
2209  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
415-752-6119 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 


RENTERS 

INSURANCE 


Like  a  good  neighbor,  State  Farm  is  there.*  statefarm.com’" 


~  F  e  !’c  Cii-tj.  Co"ei".  •  St.r.e  F.v—  Ge-e \i  »  He~e0*ces  3;:-  r:- 

5’  •  -  o.c-  •  Ho-”e  O" ce  D  i  is  7e% •  5: r.e  F.v— *  F  o  c  -  =  , 


HARDWARE  1 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBE0UES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
COOKWARE 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 


L&H  PAINTS 

Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
www.CitySearch.com/sfo/hdweunl 


r  hardwares 
l  unlimited  j 


931-9133 
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Police  Beat 


Capt.  Edgar  Springer 


Happy  New  Year.  We  en¬ 
tered  2001  with  a  sem¬ 
blance  of  order  and  digni¬ 
ty.  The  Richmond  District  was 
very  quiet  and  reserved. 

There  were  a  lew  parties  in  the 
district,  only  one  of  which  re¬ 
quired  police  attention.  -  a  pri¬ 
vate  party  that  was  going  along 
line  until  groups  of  party  crashers 
attempted  to  disrupt  the  gather¬ 
ing.  Downtown  venues  such  as 
the  Embarcadcro,  while  crowded, 
were  peaceful.  It  seemed  that 
many  of  our  Richmond  residents 
went  downtown  to  see  the  fire¬ 
works.  The  bus  stops  along 
Geary  were  very  crowded  with 
partygoers  heading  east. 

Very  few  arrests  were  made 
for  disorderly  conduct  or  drunk¬ 
enness  and  there  seemed  to  be  a 
feeling  of  family  and  safety.  A 
great  deal  of  that  can  be  attribut¬ 
ed  to  the  high  level  of  police 
presence.  Certain  individuals  are 
less  likely  to  act  out  and  there  is 
a  greater  sense  of  safety  when 
there  is  sufficient  numbers  of  law 
enforcement  officers  present. 

We  are  now  preparing  for  an¬ 
other  New  Year,  Chinese  New 
Year,  the  Year  of  the  Snake. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  a  time 
when  some  Asian  gang  members 
attempt  to  extort  money  from 
shop  owners  with  threats  of  vio¬ 
lence  and  vandalism. 

Last  year,  we  had  numerous 
extortion  attempts  made  against 
Asian  businesses  in  the  district. 
These  attempts  occurred  on 
Clement  Street,  Geary  Boulevard 
and  Balboa  Street.  What  made 


last  year  signifi¬ 
cantly  different 
from  previous 
years  is  the  level 
of  cooperation  and 
trust  exhibited  by 
merchants  who 
bravely  came  for¬ 
ward  and  reported 
extortion  attempts. 

These  reported  attempts  led  to 
the  arrest  and  conviction  of  three 
individuals.  This  was  an  example 
of  trust  and  understanding  that 
has  been  developed  between  the 
community  and  the  police  de¬ 
partment.  We  continue  to  work 
on  this  trust  and  cooperation 
through  the  daily  contacts  made 
by  officers  working  the  various 
beats  and  radio  car  sectors  and 
with  the  assistance  of  our  depart¬ 
ment's  Gang  Task  Force. 

We  got  an  early  start,  on  Jan. 

1 1,  addressing  the  extortion  is¬ 
sues  with  a  public  safety  and 
anti-extortion  press  conference  at 
the  Chinatown  Arch,  located  at 
Bush  Street  and  Grant  Avenue. 

This  was  followed  up  by  an 
intense  canvassing  effort  in  the 
Richmond  District  by  Richmond 
Station  officers,  Project  SAFE 
and  San  Francisco  Neighborhood 
Safety  Partnership  staff  persons. 
We  have  also  initiated  extra  pa¬ 
trols  in  the  areas  targeted  last 
year  to  maintain  a  highly-visible 
presence  and  non-visible  pres¬ 
ence  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

Caution  again  regarding  pick¬ 
pockets.  The  Muni  #38  Geary 
line  seems  to  be  the  primary  tar¬ 
get.  In  one  incident,  between 


Ninth  Avenue  and  Great 
Highway,  the  victim  had  fallen 
asleep  on  the  bus.  We  also  had 
one  incident  on  the  street.  The 
victim’s  purse  was  picked  while 
she  was  shopping  in  the  Laurel 
Village  area. 

The  San  Francisco  Police 
Muni  Division  is  working  with 
Municipal  Railway  to  address  the 
issue.  This  has  included  plain¬ 
clothes  officers  working  on  the 
buses  and  Muni  drivers  remind¬ 
ing  passenger  to  watch  out  for 
possible  pickpocket  activity. 

Our  foot  beat  officer  James 
Strange  was  honored  as  Police 
Officer  of  the  Month  by  the  SF 
Police  Department.  In  fact  you 
may  have  seen  his  photo  on  sev¬ 
eral  billboards  around  the  district 
honoring  this  event. 

Officer  Strange  is  assigned  to 
the  Geary  Boulevard  foot  beat. 

He  has  been  working  the  Geary 
beat  for  several  years  now  and 
has  been  doing  an  outstanding 
job.  His  knowledge,  expertise, 
compassion  and  dedication  to  his 
job  has  earned  him  the  respect  of 
his  peers  and  the  community  he 
serves.  But  we  almost  lost  this 
outstanding  officer. 

He  was  due  to  retire  this  last 
December  after  30  years  with  the 
Police  Department.  There  were  a 
lot  of  sad  people  on  Geary  when 
the  word  got  out  about  his  retire¬ 
ment.  In  fact,  I  received  quite  a 
few  calls  from  merchants  and  cit¬ 
izens  from  the  area.  It  took  con¬ 
siderable  arm  twisting  from  my- 
'  self  and  finally  a  call  from  the 
chief  to  get  him  to  postpone  his 
retirement  and  continue  working 
his  beat. 

We  had  an  outstanding  turn 
out  for  our  January  Commun¬ 
ity/Police  Forum  meeting.  The 
guest  speaker  was  Michael  T. 


Burns,  general  man¬ 
ager  at  the 
Municipal  Railway, 
who  gave  a  very  in¬ 
formative  presenta¬ 
tion. 

There  were  many 
questions  regarding 
the  number  of  buses 
running  and  time 
schedules.  He  explained  the 
long-range  plans  and  goals  for 
public  transportation  in  San 
Francisco.  One  of  the  plans  in¬ 
cluded  new  buses  and  how  that 
would  effect  the  number  of  buses 
available  and  time  schedules. 
Burns  was  very  open  and  was 
able  to  address  all  the  issues  that 
were  brought  up. 

Rolling  “Brown-Outs" 

The  Richmond  Police  Station 
has  an  emergency  generator  to 
allow  us  to  continue  operating 
the  station  and  provide  services 
and  protection  to  the  community. 
We  are  sometimes  given  some 
advanced  notice  as  to  what  zones 
may  be  going;  down.  What  I  have 
been  observing  is  that  inform¬ 
ation  is  also  being  released  at  the 
same  time  to  the  general  public 
via  television  and  radio. 

Our  primary  goal  during  any 


Indecent  Exposure:  Jan.  13, 
1:36  p.m.,  California  Academy 
of  Sciences 

Police  responded  to  a  call 
about  a  naked  man  at  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Golden 
Gate  Park. 

Officers  arriving  on  the  scene 
discovered  the  man,  who  tried  to 
throw  a  punch  at  the  arresting  of¬ 
ficer.  With  tfie  help  of  backup, 
the  naked  man  was  subdued. 

When  asked,  the  man  said  he 
had  "taken  a  couple  hits  of  acid." 
Because  of  the  man's  shaky  psy¬ 
chological  condition,  he  was  tak¬ 
en  to  St.  Mary’s  Medical  Center 
for  observation. 

During  the  scuffle  one  of  the 
officers  suffered  a  cut  lip,  but  he 
refused  medical  treatment. 

Robbery  of  Chain  Store, 
with  Gun:  Dec.  24,  9:47  p.m., 
3100  Block  of  California  Street 

The  cashier  at  a  video  rental 
store  was  approached  by  one  of 
the  suspects  who  demanded  the 
cash  drawer  be  opened.  The  em¬ 
ployee  refused  the  request  be¬ 
cause  the  suspect  did  not  have  a 


power  outage  is  the  safety  of  in¬ 
dividuals  first,  then  property. 
Those  primary  intersections 
within  the  district  that  pose  the 
greatest  risk  have  been  identified 
and  are  pre-assigned  to  officers 
to  monitor  during  "stage  three" 
periods. 

The  Department  of  Parking 
and  Traffic  will  also  be  assisting 
us  and  commercial  areas  that 
may  be  of  risk  have  been  identi¬ 
fied  and  will  be  monitored. 
Schools  will  be  monitored  and 
have  their  own  plans  in  the  event 
of  power  loss.  Are  you  aware  of 
the  plans  for  the  schools  in  which 
your  children  are  attending? 

Remember  when  driving: 
when  you  approach  an  intersec¬ 
tion  that  has  a  signal  light  either 
out  or  malfunctioning,  treat  it  as 
a  four-way  stop.  Be  extra  cau¬ 
tious  and  slow  down. 

Richmond  Station's  next  com¬ 
munity  forum  will  be  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  20,  at  7  p.m.,  at 
the  Community  Room,  461  Sixth 
Ave.  Parking  is  available  at 
Kaiser  Hospital  across  the  street. 
The  forum  topic  is  "parking  and 
traffic  and  traffic  calming."  There 
will  be  representatives  from  the 
SF  Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  at  the  meeting. 


weapon,  but  he  changed  his  tune 
when  a  second  suspect  ap¬ 
proached  and  pointed  a  revolver 
at  him. 

Because  the  employee  could 
see  bullets  in  the  chambers  of  the 
revolver,  he  said  he  became 
scared  and  opened  the  drawer. 
When  he  did,  the  first  suspect 
that  approached  the  cash  register 
grabbed  approximately  $200. 

Officers  were  unable  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  Christmas  Eve  sus¬ 
pects  but  did  get  a  good  descrip¬ 
tion  of  them,  as  well  as  a  third 
accomplice  that  was  outside 
driving  the  get-away  vehicle. 

Crime  scene  units  responded 
and  the  store's  video  surveillance 
recordings  were  watched. 

Annoy  or  Molest  Children: 
Jan.  20,  11:30  a.m.,  5600  Block 
of  Geary  Boulevard 

A  man,  wearing  skin-tight  bi¬ 
cycle  riding  shorts,  approached  a 
16-year-old  cashier  and  asked 
her  to  look  at  his  pants,  which 
clearly  showed  the  outline  of  his 

Continued  on  page  8 


8:30  am  Informal  Vorship  •  to  am  Worship  &  Sunday  School 
25  Lake  Street  at  Arcuello  in  San  Francisco  •  415-751-1626 


WANT  TO  OBTAIN  THE  HIGHEST 
POSSIBLE  PRICE  FOR  YOUR 
PROPERTY? 


Police  Blotter 


If  you  are  thinking  about  selling,  call  now  to  obtain  a  free 
copy  of  John  Lee’s  pricing  survey  as  featured  in  the 
September  1,  2000  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle. 
Find  out  how  to  optimally  price  your  property  to  obtain  the 
highest  possible  value. 

Call  John’s  special  toll  free  Hot  Line  at  (877)  691 -SOLD  to  get 
your  free  report  today. 


John  M.  Lee,  MBA 


For  John  Lee  s  latest  listings,  financing  calculators,  and  other  interesting 
real  estate  tips,  please  visit  his  web  site  at  www.isellsf.com 


(415)  447-6231 

Pacific  Union  Real  Estate 
www.isellsf.com 
Email:  isellsf@aol.com 


..because  CITIKIDS 
bias  everything 
for  your  baby: 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  mote  <3H 
under  one  rooft 
Plus,  CITIKIDS 
offers  selection, 
quality,  and  ser¬ 
vice  at  competi¬ 
tive  prices.  So. 
come  to  CITIKIDS 
first,  where  it's 
really  fun  to 
shop. 

CITIKIDS  itd 
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of  Store! 

152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

Call:  415-752-3837 

OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 
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What  will  your  960  paychecks  add  up  to? 


From  the  time  you  graduate  to  the  time  you  retire,  you’ll  have  earned  nearly  960  paychecks.  At 
Bank  of  America  Corporation,  we  see  that  as  960  opportunities  to  save  and  invest  for  your  future. 
And  our  investment  professionals  bring  that  perspective  to  every  savings  and  investment  plan  they 
create.  Let  them  assess  your  financial  situation  and  recommend  a  long-term  solution  that’s  right 
for  you.  Stop  by  a  banking  center,  call  1.800.900.9000,  or  visit  www.bankofamerica.com.  Making 
more  of  your  money  by  making  more  of  Bank  of  America?  Why  not? 


Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Inc!" 

We  want  you  to  know:  Banking  products  such  as  checking  accounts  and  certificates  of 
deposit  are  FDIC  insured  and  are  offered  through  Bank  of  America,  N.A.,  an  FDIC  member. 
Investment  products  provided  by  Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Inc.'": 

Are  not  FDIC  insured  •  May  lose  value 


Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Inc.,  is  a  nonbank  subsidiary  of 
Bank  ot  America  Corporation  and  registered  broker-dealer  and  member  NASD,  S1PC. 

Q2U0I  Bank  of  America  Corpordiioo. 
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Beauty  Network 

Richmond's  Best 

Dermal  Hygiene  Skin  Care  Center 

"Serious  Care  for  Serious  Skin  Care  Concerns " 

•  Sensitive  Skin 

•  Hyper-sensitive  Skin 

•  Rosacia 

•  Acne 

•  Glycolic  Peel 

•  Serious  Repair  Masks 

•  Body  Polishing,  Treatment 

•  Aromatic  Relaxing  Massage 

•  Waxing 

Featuring  Pevonia  Products  •  Make  Up 

For  appointment,  call 

387-1477 

5748  Geary  Blvd. 

(between  21st  and  22nd  aves.) 

Easy  Parking  •  www.beautynetwork.com 


Shlomit  Heller 

Clinical 

Aesthetician 


pevonia 

Botanica 


SF's  AMERICAN  BISTRO  BREWPUB 


2^  1000  Great  Highway,  SF  Ocean  Beach 
Cfi  (415)386-8439  www.beachchalet.com 


TRADITIONAL  JAPANESE  CUISINE 


GOEMON  RESTAURANT 


IN  THE  SUNSET 
Sushi,  Tempura,  Teriyaki,  etc. 

Sushi  Bar  •  Real  Japanese  Design 
Authentic  Wood  Interior  •  Garden  View 

664-2288 

1524  Irving  St.  (Near  16th  Avenue) 
Dinner  Only,  5:30  pm  - 10  pm  •  Closed  Monday 


20%  OFF 


With  this  advertisement. 

Sit  down  and  food  only. 

Not  available  for  take-out  orders. 


New  legislation, 
town  hall 
meeting  on  way 

Jake  McGoldrick 


My  first  few 
weeks  on 
the  job  as 
your  Richmond 
District 
Supervisor  have 
been  challenging 
and  full  ones,  as 
we  continue  to  set 
up  our  office  to  re¬ 
spond  to  Richmond  District  con¬ 
cerns  as  well  as  calls  and  letters 
from  all  San  Franciscans.  And  as 
you  may  know,  San  Franciscans 
are  not  shy  about  letting  elected 
officials  know  what  they  want. 

I  have  met  with  the  directors 
of  most  City  departments,  as  well 
as  Mayor  Brown,  in  an  effort  to 
forge  relationships  that  will  serve 
the  Richmond  and  the  City  at 
large.  I  am  very  encouraged  that 
this  new  Board  of  Supervisors 
will  be  able  to  work  with  the 
mayor  to  successfully  address  the 
many  challenges  we  face  in  the 
coming  year. 

Board  President  Tom 
Ammiano  has  named  me  Chair 
of  the  new  Housing,  Transport¬ 
ation  and  Land  Use  Committee, 
where  I  will  work  to  address  the 
housing  and  transportation  chal¬ 
lenges  of  the  Richmond  and  the 
City.  I  also  will  serve  on  the 


Audit,  Labor,  and  Government 
Efficiency  Committee,  where  I 
will  fight  to  make  sure  that  City 
money  is  spent  efficiently  and  ef¬ 
fectively. 

Over  the  last  few  weeks  1 
have  begun  working  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  issues:  I)  cosponsoring  a 
moratorium  on  expensive,  luxury 
live/work  developments  that 
have  deprived  our  schools  of  mil¬ 
lions  in  fees  while  doing  nothing 
to  address  the  affordability  of 
housing;  2)  introducing  legisla¬ 
tion  to  require  improvements  in 
pedestrian, safety  in  school  zones 
and  to  create  safe  pathways  to 
schools;  3)  introducing  a  charter 
amendment  which  calls  for  fill¬ 
ing  vacancies  in  elected  offices 
by  election  rather  than  by  ap¬ 
pointment  by  the  mayor;  and  4) 
introducing  legislation  requiring 
a  strict  code  of  ethics  for  all  em¬ 
ployees  of  City  government  and 


appointees  to  com¬ 
missions.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  1  was  happy 
to  respond  to  thou¬ 
sands  of  requests 
by  dog  owners  by 
asking  the  Golden 
Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  to 
live  up  to  its  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  City  to  accommo¬ 
date  recreational  dog  use  in  its 
plans  for  management  of  areas 
transferred  to  the  GGNRA  by 
San  Francisco. 

My  office  is  in  the  process  of 
putting  together  a  Town  Hall 
meeting  for  the  Richmond  that 
will  give  you  an  opportunity  to 
voice  your  views,  and  hear  those 
of  your  neighbors,  concerning 
priorities  for  the  Richmond  at 
City  Hall.  Watch  your  local 
newspaper  for  regular  meetings 
starting  in  February.  In  addition, 
once  the  full  committee  schedule 
for  the  board  is  set,  I  will  be  re¬ 
serving  a  regular  after¬ 
noon/evening  each  week  to  meet 
in  my  office  at  City  Hall  with 
constituents  from  the  Richmond. 
Please  don’t  hesitate  to  contact 
us  at  554-7410  or  e-mail 
Jake_McGoldrick@ci.sf.ca.us. 


Some  politicians  are  misguided 


Continued  from  page  1 

maintenance  and  replacement 
and  the  like.  Low-  and  middle- 
income  people  in  the  Mission 
and  Bayview  Districts  (and  the 
rest  of  the  city)  are  being  gentri- 
fied  out  of  town. 

We  are  adrift,  without  a  lead¬ 
er,  while  the  minions  of  oppor¬ 
tunists  gnaw  at  the  foundation  of 
our  city’s  $4.4  billion  budget. 

Concerning  Feinstein,  she  ar¬ 
ranged  a  luncheon  betWee'n 
Florence  Fang  and  the  SF. 
Examiner’s  Publisher,  Tim 
White. 

White  testified  that  he  felt 
there  would  be  obstacles  placed 
in  the  way  of  the  Hearst 
Corporation’s  acquisition  of  the 
SF  Chronicle  unless  the  Hearst 
Corporation  also  dealt  with  the 
Fangs.  Several  months  later,  it 
was  announced  the  the  Hearst 
Corporation  would  “sell”  the  SF 
Examiner  to  the  Fangs  and  give 
them  up  to  $66  million  to  operate 
it. 

Feinstein  sits  on  the  powerful 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  the 
same  committee  that  is  responsi¬ 


ble  for  overseeing  this  country’s 
Department  of  Justice  -  the  same 
department  that  was  responsible 
for  overseeing  the  SF  Chronicle’s 
sale  to  the  Hearst  Corporation. 

And  Burton  is  no  better.  He 
says  he  did  not  disclose  the  “gift” 
because  the  firm  that  gave  him 
the  stock,  worth  thousands  of 
dollars,  technically  doesn’t  do 
business  in  California.  But,  or 
course,  a  related  firm  does. 

Cronyism  Also  Corrupting 

The  .political  cronyism  in vour, 
one-party  town  is  disgusting. 
Take  one  example,  the  Fang  fam¬ 
ily. 

For  years  the  family  doled  out 
political  favors  and  favorable 
publicity  through  its  gristmill  of 
local  publications,  most  notably 
the  SF  Independent  and  Asian 
Week. 

Because  of  favorable  political 
support,  and  a  lack  of  opposition, 
voters  narrowly  approved 
Proposition  J  in  1994  which 
rewrote  the  guidelines  for  award¬ 
ing  the  city’s  lucrative  advertis¬ 
ing  contract.  Since  that  time,  the 
Independent  is  the  only  newspa¬ 
per  that  has  been  awarded  the 
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contract  and  it  has  been  the  only 
newspaper  that  has  even  bid  on 
the  contract  since  1996. 

Because  there  is  no  longer  any 
“competitive  bidding”  for  the 
contract,  the  Independent  has 
more  than  doubled  the  amount  of 
money  it  charges  the  city  for  le¬ 
gal  advertising.  That  mean  city 
taxpayers  are  now  paying  about 
$500,000  a  year  more  than  they 
should  -  money  that  would  go  a 
long,  way  toward  solving  some  of 
the  city's  proBrenfs. 

It  will  be  Interesting’ Vo  see 
how  the  Fang  family  works  with 
the  host  of  new  supervisors  that 
were  recently  elected,  especially 
since  the  family  vehemently  op¬ 
posed  them  and  used  less-than- 
ethical  means  to  defeat  them. 

For  instance,  the  weekly 
Asian  Week  newspaper  ran  sev¬ 
eral  columns  that  tried  to  discred¬ 
it  Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 
(District  1)  in  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity. 

In  the  1980’s  and  early 
1990’s,  McGoldrick  helped  fight 
the  proliferation  of  so-call 
“Richmond  Specials”  in  the 
neighborhood.  That  was  a  time 
when  many  of  the  district’s 
homes,  including  Victorians, 
were  being  demolished  and  re¬ 
placed  by  larger,  boxy-looking 
homes  that  were  architecturally 
ugly  and  lacked  character. 

The  columns,  and  direct  mail 
piece  created  by  Asian  Week  for 
the  benefit  of  then-Supervisor 
Michael  Yaki,  implied  that 
McGoldrick  referred  to  the 
Richmond  Specials  as  “Chinese 
Victorians,”  a  phrase  I  am  glad  to 
say  I’ve  never  heard  used  in  dis¬ 
cussions  regarding  this  issue. 
McGoldrick,  of  course,  never 
said  such  a  thing. 

The  move  by  Asian  Week  re¬ 
sulted  in  an  ugly,  racist  attack 
against  the  Chinese  population  - 
perpetuated  by  a  Chinese-owned 
newspaper  working  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  boosting  the  Fang  family’s 
favored  candidate. 

Despite  the  negative  charac¬ 
terizations,  one  of  McGoldrick's 
first  actions  was  to  propose  a 
measure  to  bring  better  ethical 
accountability  to  city  politicians 
and  employees. 

The  disdain  some  of  our 
politicians  have  been  showing 
for  the  people  they  represent  is 
unacceptable,  and  sooner  or  later 
they,  and  their  cronies,  will  fall. 
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Russian  Festival  Kicks 
Off  Feb.  9 

The  1 3th  annual  Russian 
Festival  2001,  a  celebration  of 
Russian  food,  dance,  music  and 
art,  kicks  off  at  the  Russian 
Center  of  San  Francisco  on 
Friday,  Feb.  9  and  runs  through 
Sunday,  Feb.  1 1 . 

The  festival  features  vendors 
selling  Russian  crafts,  homemade 
foods  and  delicacies  made  by  the 
Russian  Center  Ladies  Auxiliary 
from  traditional  recipes,  teas  and 
the  “World’s  Greatest  Vodka 
Tasting  Bar.”  There  will  also  be  a 
raffle  (five  tickets  for  $20)  that 
features  a  round-trip  ticket  to 
Russia,  courtesy  of  Aeroflot  air¬ 
lines,  as  a  grand  prize.  There  will 
be  a  display  of  Russian  art  in  the 
center’s  art  gallery  and  on 
Saturday,  the  Russian  Museum 
will  also  be  open. 

The  Russian  Center  is  located 
at  2450  Sutter  St.,  between 
Divisadero  and  Broderick  streets. 
The  festival  hours  are:  Feb.  9, 
from  5  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m.  (with 
D.J.  music  to  12:30  a.m.);  Feb. 

10,  from  11  a.m.  to  10  p.m.;  Feb. 

11,  from  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  (415)  921  - 
7631  or  go  to  the  center’s  web¬ 
site  at:  www.russiancentersf.com. 

Evening  to  Learn  about 
Preschools 

The  ninth  annual  Preschool 
Preview  Night  will  bring  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  some  80  local 
preschools  and  resource  agencies 
together  with  about  1,200  par¬ 
ents. 

The  event  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  15,  from  6  p.m.  to 
8:30  p.m.,  at  the  SF  County  Fair 
Building  (Flail  of  Flowers),  locat¬ 
ed  near  Lincoln  Way  and  Ninth 
Avenue  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

The  free  event  is  sponsored  by 
Parents  Place,  located  at  3272 


California  St.,  and  Town  and 
Country  Resources. 

YMCA  Hires  Local 
Woman 

Richmond  District  resident 
Barbara  Kimport  has  been  hired 
by  the  YMCA  of  San  Francisco 
to  a  title  of  senior  vice  president 
of  financial  development. 

Kimport’s  fundraising  experi¬ 
ence  includes  working  to  raise 
money  for  the  SF  Zoological 
Society  and  the  SF  Art  Institute. 
She  has  also  volunteered  as  a  de¬ 
velopment  consultant  for 
Brandeis  Hillel  Day  School  and 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  at  the  Katherine  Delmar 
Burke  School. 

Projects  that  Kimport  will  be 
working  to  secure  funding  for  in¬ 
clude  the  construction  of  a  new 
YMCA  branch  in  the  Bayview 
neighborhood  and  the  renovation 
of  the  Y’s  main  downtown 
branch  and  its  Chinatown  branch. 

Church  Hosts 
Workshops 

“Sacred  Space  Gatherings,”  a 
monthly  series  of  creative  work¬ 
shops,  coordinated  by  Judith 
Kajiwara  and  Margaret  Schulze, 
are  being  held  at  the  Pine  United 
Methodist  Church,  located  at  426 
33rd  Ave.,  one  Saturday  each 
month  through  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  next  workshop  is  Feb.  1 7, 
featuring  personal  trainer  Denise 
Teraoka  who  will  lead  a  work¬ 
shop  entitled  “Boijly  Image 
through  Weight  Training.”  The 
March  31  workshop,  entitled 
“Healing  with  Flowers,”  will  be 


presented  by  Cynthia  Chang  and 
on  April  19  Sue  Yohiwara  will 
tackle  the  topic,  “The  Way  with 
Tea.” 

Fees  are  $10  to  $20,  on  a  slid¬ 
ing  scale,  but  “no  one  will  be 
turned  away  for  lack  of  funds.” 
Youth  under  18  are  $5.  For  more 
information,  or  a  schedule  of  fu¬ 
ture  workshops,  call  Margaret  at 
(415)  751-0673. 

Youth  Earn  Scholastic 
Honors 

Several  high  school  youth 
from  the  Outer  Richmond 
District  have  earned  recognition 
for  academic  achievement  from 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Senior  Evan  Tana  and  fresh¬ 
man  Kalina  King  were  recog¬ 
nized  for  maintaining  an  “A”  av¬ 
erage  at  the  private  university 
while  senior  Wendra  Liang  and 
freshman  Samuel  Dodson  scored 
“B-plus”  averages. 

Local  Man  Remains 
at  the  Helm 

Lifelong  Richmond  District 
resident  Paul  von  Beroldingen 
has  been  elected  to  serve  a  sec¬ 
ond  term  leading  the  world’s 
largest  public  relations  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Von  Beroldingen,  a  public  re¬ 
lation  consultant,  will  head  the 
20,000-member  Public  Relations 
Society  of  America.  The  group 
promotes  an  avenue  for  address¬ 
ing  industry  issues  and  encour¬ 
ages  the  ethical  conduct  among 
its  members  through  confer¬ 
ences,  workshops  and  accredita¬ 
tion  exams. 
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Richmond  District  resident 
Barbara  Kimport  is  now 
working  for  the  YMCA. 

He  is  a  long-time  community 
activist  who  has  worked  on  nu¬ 
merous  issues,  particularly  in  the 
Inner  Clement  Street  area.  He 
has  served  as  a  board  member  for 
the  Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  for  the  past  seven 
years  and  he  co-founded  the 
monthly  Community/Police 
Forum. 

Cops  Seel$  Vehicle 
Donations 

The  Police  Activities  League, 
which  work  to  help  keep  under¬ 
privileged  youth  off  the  streets,  is 
looking  for  the  donation  of  vehi¬ 
cles  -  cars,  trbcks  and  boats  -  to 
help  offset  the  cost  of  providing 
an  organized  sports  program. 

Donations  are  eligible  for  tax 
deduction  and  a  PAL  representa¬ 
tive  will  pick  up  vehicles  and 
handle  paperwork  necessary  for 
the  California  Department  of 


Motor  Vehicles.  Vehicles  are  ac¬ 
cepted  running  or  not,  but  some 
restrictions  do  apply.  For  more 
information,  call  (800)  677-1744. 

Local  Musician  Performs 

Sunset  District  resident 
Michael  Musika  will  give  a  free 
performance  at  the  Simple 
Pleasures  Cafe,  located  at  3434 
Balboa  St.,  on  Friday,  Feb.  16. 

Musika  said  he  will  perform 
new  and  “evolved”  material 
when  he  takes  the  stage  about  8 
p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
(415)  504-9843  or  e-mail 
MMusika@aol.com. 

'Big  League' 

Baseball  Exhibit  Opens 

The  Hispanic  Heritage 
Baseball  Museum  Exhibition  de¬ 
buted  Jan.  27  in  the  Skylight 
Gallery,  located  on  the  sixth  floor 
of  the  SF  Main  Library  at  100 
Larkin  St.  Attending  the  debut 
were  former  major  league 
ballplayers  Tito  Fuentes  and 
Orlando  Cepeda. 

The  exhibition,  which  features 
the  memorabilia  of  major 
Hispanic  ballplayers,  will  be  on 
display  through  March  25.  For 
more  information,  call  (415)  557- 
4277. 

Free  Income  Tax 
Assistance  for  Seniors 

The  group  American 
Association  of  Retired  Persons  is 
offering  seniors  free  income  tax 
assistance. 

Seniors  should  bring  tax-relat¬ 
ed  materials  to  the  Ortega  Branch 
Library,  located  at  3223  Ortega 
St.  in  the  Outer  Sunset  District. 

Qualified  experts  will  give  ad¬ 
vice  on  Mondays,  Feb.  5,  Feb.  12 
and  peb.  26,  from  10  a.m.  to  2 
p.m. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Ortega  Branch  Library  at  753- 
7120. 
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I  DISCOUNT  PET  SUPPLY 
5950  California 

(at  22nd  Ave.) 

1  386-1720 _ 

|  Bring  in  this  coupon  and  receive  an  additional 

Lin%  off  our  already  low  prices.  ES  HH 
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Premium  Foods 

•  Bulk  Foods 

•  Natural  Products 

•  Supplies  for  Animals  I 
Large  and  Small 

Open  7  days 

Hours:  10-7,  M-Sat.;  10-5  Sun. 


Garcia's 
Barber  Shop 

"Old  Fashioned  Haircuts" 

Juan  Garcia  -  Proprietor 


Open  Wednesday  -  Friday,  9:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Saturday,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

497  Eighth  Ave.  (at  Anza  St.)  •  751-9654 


St .  Monica 
School 

•  Serving  the  neighborhood  for  82  years 

•  Conveniently  located  at  the  corner  of 
24th  Avenue  and  Geary  Boulevard 

•  Excellent  education 

•  Peaceful  atmosphere 

•  Caring  faculty 

•  Multi-cultural 

•  Day  care 

•  Art,  Music,  Computer  and  Physical 
Education  Teachers 

•  Chinese  Language  Program  after  school 

•  Basic  curriculum 

For  Applications  or 
Information,  Call  (415)  751-9564 


It  s  time  to  buy  your 
Valentine  a  new  home 
and  we  can  help! 

Call  us  at  752-3600 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 

Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
"Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 


according  to  weather  conditions 


by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

John  Monteverdi,  San 
Francisco  State  Meteorology  pro¬ 
fessor  is  not  overly  concerned 
that  the  colors  of  our  ocean  sun¬ 
sets  will  change  within  20  years, 
but  he  is  also  not  sure  that  they 
will  not. 

Monteverdi,  54,  who  grew  up 
in  San  Francisco  and  studied  at 
UC  Berkeley,  says  he  has  been 
enjoying  the  sunsets  over  the 
ocean  his  entire  life,  and  can  ex¬ 
plain  why  they  are  unusual.  The 
sun  when  it  sets  over  the  ocean, 
unlike  in  the  mountains,  is  really 
over  the  horizon. 

“When  it  goes  down  over  the 
mountains  it  sets  earlier  so  the 
colors  are  different,”  said 
Monteverdi.  “I  see  comparable 
sunsets  on  the  great  plains.  It  has 
to  do  with  thickness  of  the  hori¬ 
zon.” 

Near  the  horizon  light  passes 
through  a  greater  thickness  in  the 
atmosphere  which  means  there  is 
more  coloring  and  the  reds  come 
out.  Another  unusual  feature  of 
ocean  sunsets  occurs  when  it  is 
really  windy  and  more  salt  goes 
into  the  atmosphere.  Salt  crystals 
in  the  air  also  results  in  more 
scattering  light.  With  more  par¬ 
ticulate  matter  in  the  air  you  get 
more  scattering  into  the  long 
wavelengths  and  you  get  more 
red.  Clouds  also  reflect  red  light. 

“Clouds  are  almost  perfect  re¬ 
flectors,”  said  Monteverdi.  “Red 
bounces  off  the  clouds.” 

After  the  sun  goes  down  be¬ 
low  the  horizon  the  sky  will  turn 
pink  with  reflections  from  the 
clouds.  The  unique  property  is 
called  Alpenglow,  named  by  peo¬ 
ple  who  spent  time  in  the  moun¬ 
tains. 

“Alpenglow  -  you  see  that  in 
the  mountains.  The  mountain 
peaks  reflect  the  pink  light  of  the 
sun,”  Monteverdi  said. 

And  why  is  the  sky  blue?  The 
white  light  hits  “molecules  which 
bounce  out  of  the  blue  light  end¬ 
lessly,”  explained  Monteverdi, 
“All  the  molecules  in  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  are  little  mirrors  which  re¬ 
flect  blue  light.” 

Monteverdi  was  born  and 
raised  in  San  Francisco  and  he 
completed  doctoral  studies  in 
Geography  and  Climatology  at 


UC  Berkeley.  He  returned  to  full¬ 
time  teaching  and  research  at  San 
Francisco  State  University  in  the 
Fall  of  1988  after  eight  years  as 
chair  of  the  Department. 
Monteverdi  is  also  editor  of 
Weather  and  Forecasting  and  he 
has  published  two  National 
Weather  Service  Technical 
Memoranda  and  one  NWS 
Technical  Attachment,  among 
other  things.  He  presently  is 
working  on  his  house  in 
Oakland,  where  he  is  an  avid 
runner. 

Why  did  he  develop  an  inter¬ 
est  in  weather? 

“When  I  was  small  I  liked  to 
hear  the  rain  on  the  roof.  It  made 
me  feel  secure,”  he  said. 

His  parents  bought  him  a 
Lionel  Weather  Station  when  he 
was  young.  Monteverdi  remem¬ 
bers  being  inspired  in  1955  by  a 
Walt  Disney  Special  about  big 
storms  that  hit  California. 

“It  was  like  science  fiction.  It 
was  overwhelming.  It  really 
sparked  my  interest  in  science,” 
Monteverdi  said. 

He  also  developed  an  interest 
in  violent  wegther. 

“I  like  storms.  I  used  to  go  to 
Fort  Point  under  Golden  Gate 
Bridge  to  watch  the  waves  break 
over  the  sea  wall,”  he  said. 

Monteverdi’s  research  subject 
is  tornadoes. 

“They  represent  the  atmo¬ 
sphere’s  most  violent  manifesta¬ 
tion,”  said  Monteverdi.  \ 

Tornadoes  are  more  prevalent 
in  California  than  people  are 
aware  of.  Fresno  had  more  veri¬ 
fied  tornadoes  in  1996  than  any 
county  in  the  country.  Portions  of 
the  southern  Los  Angeles  Basin 
and  Central  Valley  have  tornado 
frequencies  that  equal  or  rival  the 
Great  Plains?  And  many  are  not 
weak  and  short  lived. 

“We  get  them  in  California 
but  they  are  poorly  understood,” 
said  Monteverdi.  “I  felt  that  I  had 
a  contribution  to  make.” 

Tornadoes  occur  rarely  in  the 
Bay  Area  but  they  could  even 
happen  in  San  Francisco. 

“It  won’t  be  one  of  the  most 
prone  areas  to  get  them.  We 
haven’t  observed  a  damaging 
tornado  in  San  Francisco,  but 
that  doesn’t  mean  it  can’t  occur,” 
he  said. 


RICHMOND 
DENTAL  CARE 


WELCOME  TO  OUR  DENTAL  OFFICE,  WHERE 
YOU'LL  ENJOY  A  DIFFERENCE  -  COMFORTABLE 
GENERAL  AND  COSMETIC  DENTISTRY  FOR  YOU 
AND  YOUR  FAMILY. 

•  Family  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 

•  Flexible,  Invisible  Dentures 

•  Root  Canal  Therapy 

•  Non-surgical  Gum  Treatment 

•  Invisalign  Braces 

•  Med-Cal  and  Majority  Insurance  Accepted 

•  Visa  &  Master  Card  Accepted 

•  Reasonable  Interest-Free  Payment  Plans 

•  Evening  &  Saturday  Appointments 

•  Nitrous  Oxide  Available 


20%DISCOUNT 

On  all  major  dental  procedures  (with  this  ad) 


4312  Geary  Blvd.  •  752-5605 

Between  7th  &  8th  Avenues 


Monteverdi’s  main  interest 
has  always  been  in  California’s 
weather  and  climate.  He  has  pub¬ 
lished  on  El  Nino,  storms  in 
California,  tornadoes  and  rain¬ 
fall.  With  Thom  Trimble,  he 
wrote  “Chasing  Storms.” 

Together  with  another  San 
Francisco  State  meteorologist, 
Dave  Dempsey,  he  has  been  try¬ 
ing  to  publish  an  opinion  piece 
on  global  warming  and  ozone  de¬ 
pletion  which  concludes:  “The 
likely  human  contribution  to 
global  warming  has  been  well 
documented  -  enhancement  of 
the  greenhouse  effect,  most 
prominently  by  the  burning  of 
coal,  oil,  gasoline  and  natural 
gas,  which  releases  carbon  diox¬ 
ide,  a  greenhouse  gas. 

"International  negotiations  are 
under  way  to  decide  how  to  re¬ 
duce  carbon  dioxide  emissions, 
but  even  if  successful,  the  at¬ 
tempt  will  at  best  only  slow  the 
rate  of  global  warming.  If  we 
choose  not  to  make  the  energy- 
conserving  needed  to  slow  global 
warming  now,  the  Earth’s  climate 
will  likely  change  faster  and  we 
will  end  up  paying  anyway,  but 
with  less  choice  about  how  and 
how  much.” 

Concerning  the  incoming 
Republican  administration  in 
Washington  and  its  perceived 
lack  of  environmental  concerns, 
Monteverdi  is  not  overly  con¬ 
cerned. 

“I  don’t  feel  like  this  has  to  be 
a  disaster.  I  am  just  not  happy 
that  we  are  going  to  have  to  fight 
more.  Environmentalists  are  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  fight  harder.” 

Blotter 

Continued  from  page  4 

penis. 

The  woman  called  her  boss, 
who  called  police. 

Officers  saw  the  suspect  walk¬ 
ing  near  25th  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street  and  attempted  to 
question  the  man.  The  man,  how¬ 
ever,  decided  to  run. 

With  one  officer  in  constant 
pursuit,  and  eye  contact,  other  of¬ 
ficers  were  able  to  comer  the  52- 
year-old  suspect  and  take  him 
into  custody  and  booked  without 
further  incident. 

The  police  department's  sex 
crime  detail  was  notified  and  the 
victim  identified  the  suspect  in  a 
"cold  show." 

Vehicle  Burglary  (Arrest 
Made):  Jan.  22,  6:57  p.m.,  500 
Block  of  34th  Avenue 

The  21 -year-old  suspect  was 
observed  by  an  off-duty  police 
officer  cruising  up  and  down  var¬ 
ious  blocks  in  the  area  of  34th 
Avenue  and  Balboa  Street  look¬ 
ing  into  vehicle  windows. 

After  "casing"  the  area,  the 
suspect  entered  several  of  the  ve¬ 
hicles.  The  off-duty  officer  noti¬ 
fied  dispatch  and  patrol  officers 
were  routed  to  the  area. 

Officers  approached  the  sus¬ 
pect  and  took  him  into  custody. 

While  in  route  to  the  police 
station,  one  of  the  officers  in¬ 
formed  the  suspect  that  the  wit¬ 
ness  reporting  the  crimes  was  not 
an  ordinary  citizen,  but  a  police 
officer. 

"He's  not  an  ordinary  citizen. 
He  was  watching  you  for  some 
time,"  the  officer  said. 

"Did  they  find  the  tool  I 
used?"  the  suspect  responded. 

Officers  who  r>r,c!e  a  follow¬ 
up  visit  to  the  crime  scene  turned 
up  a  pair  of  scissors,  which  were 
seized  for  evidence. 


Alamo  School 
Celebrates 
75th  Anniversary 


It  has  been  my  privilege  and  honor  to 
captain  the  Alamo  ship  for  the  last  15 
years  of  its  75  year  voyage  of  excel¬ 
lence.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  I  have  been 
at  Alamo  for  15  years,  since  the  spring  of 
1985,  when  Superintendent  Alioto  per¬ 
suaded  me  to  leave  my  position  as 
Principal  of  Miraloma  School  to  come  to 
Alamo.  I  quickly  realized  that  "Excel¬ 
lence"  was  both  the  wind  and  sail  that 
drove  this  ship.  And  it  did  not  take  much 
longer  to  learn  there  were  as  many  turbu¬ 
lent  seas  as  safe  harbors. 

Alamo  has  always  had  an  outstanding 
reputation  in  the  community  and  it  contin¬ 
ues  to  do  so  today.  I  am  proud  that  during 
my  watch,  Alamo  has  been  twice  identi¬ 
fied  as  a  California  Distinguished  School 
and  then  has  gone  on  to  win  national 
recognition  as  a  Blue  Ribbon  School. 
-Perhaps  more  importantly,  here  in  San 
Francisco,  Alamo  teachers  are  models  for 
other  schools  in  curriculum  improvement 
and  development.  They  work  side  by  side 
with  parents  and  members  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  at  our  famous  Halloween  Carnival 
and  other  Alamo  events.  The  Alamo  vol¬ 
unteer  program  has  become  the  paradigm 
of  "parent  involvement  programs"  - 
whether  for  public  or  private  schools. 
Alamo  students  rank  number  one  in  stan¬ 


dardized  test 
scores  in 
San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  in 
the  top  10% 
across  the 
state!  Our 
graduates  go 
on  to  attend 
the  top  universities  in  the  country.  I  have 
watched  the  students  at  Alamo  grow  phys¬ 
ically,  academically  and  socially  and  ma¬ 
ture  into  adults  to  return  to  Alamo  as  par¬ 
ents. 

Consider  what  has  been  added  to  the 
Alamo  culture  during  our  part  of  the  voy¬ 
age.  We  have  reduced  class  size  by  adding 
eight  primary  classes.  We  formed  Junior 
Great  Book  Discussion  groups  and  intro¬ 
duced  "Discover  Days."  Technology  has 
become  a  part  of  students'  lives  with  com¬ 
puters  in  every  classroom  plus  a  net¬ 
worked  computer  lab.  There  are  now 
Russian  classes,  after  school  programs  and 
a  school  chorus.  Despite  budget  cuts,  our 
physical  education  and  art  programs  re¬ 
main  strong.  We  formed  a  unique  partner¬ 
ship  with  the  Shorenstein  Company  and 
started  some  new  traditions  -  TRIBES, 
Grandparents  Day,  annual  teacher  appreci¬ 
ation  posters  and  student  spirit  rallies. 


Most  of  all,  I 
am  proud  of 
the  "BE  A 
FRIEND"  phi¬ 
losophy  that  I 
brought  to 
Alamo! 

As  a  fa¬ 
mous  poet 

once  said,  "If  you  have  ever  slept  on  an  is¬ 
land  you  will  never  be  quite  the  same  ..  ." 
The  same  is  true  that ...  if  you  have  ever 

This  year 
Alamo 
will  cele¬ 
brate  its  75th 
Anniversary.  We 
are  all  very  proud 
of  the  relation¬ 
ship  our  school 
has  had  with  the 
community.  I  am  delighted  to  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  community,  as  the  new  princi¬ 
pal  of  Alamo  School,  and  anticipate  many 
more  productive  and  rewarding  years! 

The  beginning  of  the  millennium  year, 
coupled  with  the  commemoration  of 
Alamo’s  75th  anniversary  year,  offers  us 
all  the  opportunity  to  reflect  back  upon 
and  celebrate  Alamo's  rich  history  and  tra- 


worked,  studied  or  volunteered  at  Alamo, 
you  will  never  be  quite  the  same.  I  contend 
that  you  will  be  better  for  it.  Yes,  Alamo 
has  always  had  an  outstanding  reputation 
in  the  community  and  it  continues  to  do  so 
today.  Throughout  the  last  75  years, 

Alamo  has  had  a  strong  sense  of  communi¬ 
ty  and  you  are  the  community  that  has 
made  Alamo’s  positive  reputation!  I  invite 
you  to  come  back  to  Alamo  and  help  cele¬ 
brate  our  75th  anniversary  and  "Be  a 
Friend." 


ditions  and  to  look 
forward  to  many 
bright  new  frontiers 
and  exciting  devel¬ 
opments  in  public 
education  and  child¬ 
hood  development. 
The  entire  Alamo 
community  looks 
forward  to  welcoming  back  our  alumni 
over  the  course  of  the  next  year.  We  hope 
to  host  several  generations  of  Alamo  stu¬ 
dents  who  will  participate  in  a  variety  of 
special  events  to  celebrate  the  pride  and 
commitment  which  has  made  this  unique 
place  of  learning  so  great! 

Thank  you  for  your  continuous  support 
and  commitment  to  your  beloved  school. 


Alamo  Knows 
How  to 
'Be  A  Friend' 

Dobbie  Quinones 


Carrying  on 
a  Proud 
Tradition 

Gina  Ferrante 
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As  Time  Went  By 

1925 

Alamo  groundbreaking 

"Ben-Hur"  released 
John  and  Mary  most  popular 
baby  names 
Kezar  Stadium  opens 

1926 

Alamo  School  dedicated 

First  aerosol  can 

1927 

Charles  A.  Lindbergh  flies 
nonstop  from  New  York  to 
Paris 

First  talking  picture  made 
Lindbergh  visits  SF 

1928 

Amelia  Earhart  first  woman 
to  fly  across  the  Atlantic 
Herbert  Hoover  elected 
First  Academy  Awards 
Fleming  discovers  penicillin 

1929 

Stock  Market  crash 
First  car  radio 
Scotch  tape  invented 
Seawall  at  Ocean  Beach 
completed 

1930 

Pluto  discovered 
Robert  and  Mary  most  pop¬ 
ular  baby  names 

1931 

Empire  State  Building  opens 
Axis  troops  invade  Russia 
Angelo  Rossi  elected  mayor 

1932 

Franklin  D  Roosevelt  elect¬ 
ed 

Anza  Branch  Library  opens 

1933 

Frances  Perkins  first  woman 
in  US  cabinet 
Construction  begins  on 
Golden  Gate  Bridge 

1934 

First  drive-in  movie,  N.J. 
Cross  on  Ml  Davidson  dedi¬ 
cated 

1935 

Transpacific  air-mail  service 
starts 

Nylon  developed 
Elvis  Presley  born 

1936 

Boulder  Dam  completed 
Helicopter  invented 
Jesse  Owens  wins  four 
Olympic  medals 
Bay  Bridge  opens 

1937 

Amelia  Earhart  lost  over 
Pacific  Ocean 
"Snow  White"  released 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  opens 
Hindenburg  disaster 


1938 

National  minimum  wage  set 


Alamo  Elementary  School  as  it  looked  when  the  original  campus  opened  in  1926  (left) 
and  as  it  looks  today. 


Alamo  Named  for  Texas  Battle 


program,  as  well  as  rooms  for  a 
new  expanded  concept  of  educa¬ 
tion.  That  concept  included  a 
wall  system  that  could  be  easily 
reconfigured  to  accommodate  a 
variety  of  scheduling  and  group¬ 
ing  options.  There  were  class¬ 
rooms  with  four  walls  and  others 
with  only  one  wall!  The  new  li¬ 
brary  media  center  met  the  needs 
of  entire  classes  or  of  small 
groups.  The  resource  centers  al¬ 
lowed  experiences  in,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  ethnic  cooking,  gardening, 


animal  care  and  scientific  experi¬ 
ments.  The  grand  total  for  the  re¬ 
construction  was  $1,822,000. 

Still  Going  Strong 

Alamo  continues  to  reassess 
the  needs  of  its  students.  And  to¬ 
day  the  walls  are  no  longer  flexi¬ 
ble  -  peace  has  returned  to  the 
halls.  But  the  students  still  ex¬ 
plore  and  educate  themselves 
through  cooking,  caring  for  ani¬ 
mals  and  many  other  educational 
experiences,  .. 


Alamo  Students  Benefit 
from  Community  Efforts 


Why  Is  Alamo  Named 
Alamo? 

In  the  1870's  the  present  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  Alamo  school  was  re¬ 
served  as  a  home  for  the 
Associative  Veterans  of  the 
Mexican  War  by  the  City  of  San 
Francisco.  In  1906,  after  negotia¬ 
tion  with  the  Veterans,  the  city 
released  the  land  to  the  School 
District. 

As  a  compliment  to  the 
Veterans,  the  school  that  was 
eventually  erected  at  the  site  was 
named  Alamo. 

Alamo  From  The  Ground 
Up 

In  1908,  a  small  two-room 
school  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
sand  dunes  on  Twenty-seventh 
Avenue  in  the  Richmond  District. 
Today,  the  sand  dunes  are  gone 
and  so  is  the  two-room  school- 
house,  but  its  descendant,  Alamo 
School,  stands  in  the  center  of  a 
now  bustling  neighborhood. 

How  Much  Did  It  Cost? 

Alamo  was  constructed  in 
1925  upon  seven  “pieces  of 
land”  purchased  by  the  city  for 
$77,000.  The  cost  of  construction 
was  $370,629.  Included  in  the 
building’s  design  were  24  regular 
classrooms,  2  for  kindergarten, 
an  “opportunity”  room,  a  general 
activities  room,  a  library  and  an 
auditorium.  Also  included  were 
the  Principal’s  Office  “Suite,”  a 
clinic  and  clinic  waiting  room,  a 
nutrition  room,  a  book  storage 
room,  a  teachers’  lunchroom, 
teachers’  restroom,  a  boiler 
room,  janitor’s  locker  room,  and 
a  play  lunch  room  with  covered 
play  space.  This  grand  space  was 
designed  for  an  enrollment  of 
1,050  with  a  teaching  staff  of  30, 
including  the  principal.  A  far  cry 
from  a  two-room  schoolhouse! 

Alamo  Gets  A  Face  Lift 

Although  Alamo  School  was 
constructed  with  the  finest  educa¬ 
tion  in  mind,  the  architecture, 
which  was  gothic  revival,  was 
too  ornate  for  one  major  consid¬ 
eration  -  earthquake  safety. 
Falling  debris  from  the  building 
had  the  potential  to  harm  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty.  Modernization 
and  retrofitting  were  in  order. 
New  ideas  in  education  were  wo¬ 
ven  into  the  new  building  plans. 

The  new  building  was  com¬ 
posed  of  19  classrooms  accom¬ 
modating  600  pupils  for  the  basic 


Over  the  years  Alamo  has  en¬ 
joyed  a  wonderful  relationship 
with  its  friends  and  neighbors. 
While  it  is  difficult  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  all  of  the  people  who  have 
supported  Alamo  over  the  years, 
we  would  like  you  to  know  that 
community  spirit  is  far  from  a 
thing  of  the  past.  In  the  90's  for 
example,  we  have  had  help  and 
assistance  from  many  quarters: 

The  Shorenstein  Company  has 
helped  Alamo  since  1992  when 
Alamo  alum  Doug  Shorenstein 
officially  adopted  Alamo  School, 
providing  funding  for  computer 
support,  runathon  T-shirts,  per¬ 
sonnel  for  the  library,  as  well  as 
providing  a  site  for  faculty  re¬ 
treats,  and  sponsoring  a  fifth 
grade  field  trip  to  the  Bank  of 
America  Building  (Shorenstein 
headquarters).  Shorenstein  em¬ 
ployees  are  hands-on  even  now, 
assisting  with  field  trips  and  one- 
day  programs. 

Bay  View  Bank  was  an  active 
Alamo  sponsor  from  1996-1998, 
sending  volunt  into  the  class¬ 
room,  underwriting  educational 
materials  and  sponsoring  events. 
Bay  View  Bank  developed  and 
distributed  The  Friends  of  Alamo 
School  Foundation  brochure. 

The  Olive  Garden  has  spon¬ 


sored  Breakfast  with  Santa  and 
Breakfast  with  the  Easter  Bunny 
since  1995,  donating  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  Alamo.  Olive  Garden 
employees  also  volunteer  at 
Alamo. 

AT&T  provided  a  computer 
lab  upgrade  during  the  mid  90's 
by  donating  36  computers  and 
assisted  with  the  organization  of 
Alamo's  Net  Day,  resulting  in  the 
school  being  wired  and  net¬ 
worked. 

Alamo  has  had  other  great 
sponsors  over  the  years,  includ¬ 
ing  The  GAP,  Xenon  Projection 
Services,  Dr.  David  Yee  and  Cole 
Hardware,  which  donates  a  por¬ 
tion  of  your  shopping  dollar  to 
Alamo. 

In  addition,  volunteers  have 
provided  support  for  everything 
from  gardens  to  reading  to  safety 
at  Alamo  School.  These  include 
Community  Impact,  Boy  Scouts, 
Poets  in  the  Schools,  Book  Pals, 
Precita  Eyes  Murals,  SF  Police 
Department,  SF  Fire  Department, 
SF  School  Volunteers,  Katherine 
Delmar  Burke  School,  University 
High  School,  George  Washington 
High  School,  San  Francisco  State 
University,  USF  and  City 
College  of  SF. 

-  Alamo  Alumni  Committee 


Advent  of  Superman  comics 
Benny  Goodman  hits  the 
scene 

1939 

WW  II  begins 
"Gopc  With  the  Wind"  and 
"The  Wizard  of  Oz"  premiere 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  published 
GG  International  Exposition 
opens  on  Treasure  Island 

1940 

George  Orwell's  "1984"  pub¬ 
lished 

James  and  Mary  most  popu¬ 
lar  baby  names 
San  Francisco  Zoo  opens 

1941 

Pearl  Harbor  attacked 
US  declares  war  on  Japan, 
Italy  and  Germany 
"Citizen  Kane"  released 

1942 

Atom  split,  Manhattan 
Project  begins 
"Casablanca"  released 

1943 

Churchill,  Stalin  and  Roose¬ 
velt  meet  at  Tehran 
Conference 

1944 

"Black  Stallion"  published 
D-Day  invasion 
Ball  point  pen  invented 
Roger  Lapham  takes  office 

1945 

President  F.  D.  Roosevelt 
dies 

Harry  Truman  becomes  presi¬ 
dent 

The  Atomic  Bomb  dropped 
on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki 
WWH  ends 

San  Francisco  selected  as  site 
of  UN  conference 

1946 

ENIAC  created;  world's  first 

computer 

UN  convenes 

Dr.  Benjamin  Spock  publish¬ 
es  baby  book 

1947 

Jackie  Robinson  first 
African-American  to  play  on 
major  league  baseball  team 

1948 

President  Truman  reelected, 
defeating  Thomas  E  Dewey 
in  historic  upset 
Ed  Sullivan  Show  begins 
Funston  Playground  returned 
to  City  by  Army 
Mayor  Elmer  Robinson  takes 
office 

1949 

Mao  proclaims  People's 
Republic  of  China 
NATO  Peace  Treaty  signed 

1950 

Korean  War  begins 

John  and  Linda  most  popular 

baby  names 

Hospital  ship  USS  Bene¬ 
volence  sinks  off  GG  Bridge 
after  colliding  with  freighter 
Luckenbach 

1951 

Julius  and  Ethel  Rosenberg 
convicted  of  spying 
Transcontinental  television 
inaugurated 

First  Episode  of  "I  Love 
Lucy"  debuts 

General  Douglas  MacArthur 
visits  SF 

1952 

Dwight  Eisenhower  elected 
First  hydrogen  bomb 
explodes  in  the  Pacific 
Woolworth's  opens  at  corner 
of  Powell  and  Market 
Broadway  Tunnel  opens 

1953 

DNA  identified 

First  conquest  of  Mt.  Everest 
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Fond  Memories  of  Alamo 


Korean  War  ends 
Measles  vaccine  developed 
Cinemascope  introduced 

1954 

Supreme  Court  rules  racial 

segregation  in  public  schools 

unconstitutional 

Folio  Vaccine  developed 

SF  International  Airport 

opens 

1955 

First  McDonald's  opens 
Rosa  Parks  refuses  to  give  up 
her  seat  on  the  bus;  bus  seg¬ 
regation  ordinance  declared 
unconstitutional 
Disneyland  opens 
Ike  visits  San  Francisco 

1956 

Suez  Canal  crisis 
Andrea  Doria  sinks 
First  Black  and  White  Ball 
George  Christopher  becomes 
mayor 

1957 

Giants  move  from  New  York 
to  San  Francisco 
USSR  launches  Sputnik 
West  Side  Story  opens  on 
Broadway 

Rossi  Swimming  Pool  opens 

1958 

First  microchip  developed 
First  Earth  satellite  in  orbit 

1959 

Castro  takes  over  Cuba 
Alaska  admitted  as  the  49th 
state 

Hawaii  admitted  as  the  50th 
state 

Jefferson  Elementary'  School 

destroyed  by  fire 

Story  land  opens  at  SF  Zoo 

1960 

John  Kennedy  elected  presi¬ 
dent 

"Psycho"  released 
David  and  Mary  most  popu¬ 
lar  baby  names 
Candlestick  Park  opens 

1961 

Berlin  Wall  built 
Peace  Corps  created 
US  severs  diplomatic  rela¬ 
tions  with  Cuba 
Alan  Shepard  first  American 
in  a  suborbital  space  flight 

1962 

John  Glenn  first  American  in 
orbit 

James  Meredith  first  black 
student  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi 
Marilyn  Monroe'  dies 
JFK  visits  SF 

1963 

"I  Have  A  Dream"  speech  by 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
President  John  Kennedy 
assassinated  in  Dallas,  TX. 
Lyndon  Johnson  sworn  in  as 
president. 

Alcatraz  evacuated  as  prison 
Bay  Bridge  becomes  one 
way  in  each  direction 

1964 

Civil  Rights  Bill  passes 
US  Congress  passes  the  Gulf 
of  Tonkin  Resolution,  autho¬ 
rizing  presidential  action  in 
Vietnam 

Lyndon  Johnson  elected  pres¬ 
ident 

John  Shelley  takes  office 

1965 

Malcolm  X  assassinated 
First  space  walk 
"Sound  of  Music"  premieres 

1966 

Sutro  Baths  destroyed  by  fire 

1967 

Thurgood  Marshall  sworn  in 
as  the  first  black  US  Supreme 
Court  Justice 


remember  Alamo  between 
1953  and  1960  with  the  play¬ 
ground  a  whirlwind  of  activi¬ 
ty.  Girls  jumping  rope,  picking 
up  jacks,  and  hopping  on  the 
hopscotch  court.  The  boys  play¬ 
ing  a  mad-dash  game  of  tag, 
touch  football,  or  four  square. 
The  yard  was  divided  into  four 
quadrants,  the  area  nearest  the 
school  was  for  the  lower  grades 
(1-3)  and  the  upper  grades  were 
near  the  street  (4-6).  Also  boys 
and  girls  were  separated,  boys  on 
one  side  of  the  yard  and  girls  on 
the  other.  The  flagpole  in  the 
middle  of  the  yard  was  a  favorite 
meeting  place. 

Then  during  May,  the  yard 
would  be  taken  over  by  mechani¬ 
cal  games  and  food  booths  for 
our  annual  May  Festival. 
Students  would  perform  tradi¬ 
tional  folk  dances  while  parents 
watched;  then  the  parents  would 
man  the  booths  for  our  enjoy¬ 
ment  and  to  fund-raise  for  school 
projects.  What  fun!  Always  an 


activity  we  students  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  for  many  weeks. 

Fast-forward  twenty  years:  the 
schoolyard  has  been  trans¬ 
formed!  The  Alamo  parents  have 
fund-raised  and  saved  to  make  a 
more  interesting  school  yard  for 
the  children.  A  wonderful  play¬ 
ground  structure  now  sits  in  the 
Alamo  yard  with  boys  and  girls 
of  all  ages  and  sizes  swinging 
hand  over  hand  on  the  monkey 
bars,  riding  on  the  tire  swing  and 
running  up  and  down  on  the  plat¬ 
form  above  the  ground.  There 
goes  my  five-year-old  daughter 
swinging  on  the  bars  five  feet 
above  the  ground!  She  really  en¬ 
joys  those  rings. 

Now  the  May  festival  has 
moved  to  October  and  Alamo  has 
had  an  annual  Halloween 


•  Alamo  Cookbook  Kick  Off 
and  Dessert  Tasting 
Alamo  School 

Friday  Evening 
February  9, 2001 

•  Cookbooks  may  be  ordered 
by  calling  Susan  Shimamoto 
at  750-8456  ($12  per  book) 


Carnival  for  the  past  12  years, 
also  organized  by  the  parent 
group.  The  students  again  benefit 
from  parent  fundraising  events. 

I  remember  learning  how  to 
play  together  and  to  make  friends 
in  the  Alamo  yard  many  years 
ago,  and  my  children  have 
learned  the  same  lesson,  but  in  an 
entirely  different  environment! 
Alamo  has  always  had  a  caring 
and  involved  parent  population 
and  it  continues  today. 

Judy  Lonergan  Gray 
Class  of  1960 

Mrs.  Wilbur,  Miss  Hussey, 
Miss  Nesfield,  Miss  Elins,  Mrs. 
Pollack,  Miss  Ford  —  These 
names  of  my  first  six  teachers  are 
like  a  litany,  or  perhaps  a  mantra. 
I  was  so  eager  to  go  to  school 
that  I  would  pickup  my  already 
purchased  lunchbox,  walk  to  the 
corner  of  Thirtieth  Avenue  and 
California  Streets,  and  gaze  off  in 
the  direction  of  Alamo,  then 
walk  sadly  home.  Finally,  in 
January  1933,  wearing  a  brown 
velveteen  jumper,  and  a  yellow 
blouse,  and  of  course,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  my  mother,  I  arrived  in 
Mrs.  Wilbur's  class. 

Parents  may  be  interested  that 
Mrs.  Wilbur  told  my  mother  she 
kept  her  phonics  material,  out  of 
favor  at  the  time,  in  her  bottom 
drawer  and  after  the  principal 
had  made  her  morning  rounds, 
pulled  them  out  and  went  on 
leaching  reading  by  the  very 
method  she  knew  so  as  to  help 
every  single  child  evolve  into  a 
genuine  reader.  She  certainly 
succeeded  with  me.  In  third 
grade,  Miss  Nesfield  caught  me 
surreptitiously  reading  a  book  of 
my  own  choice  rather  than  listen¬ 
ing  to  her  read  aloud  Mary 
Poppins,  hot  off  the  press  (this  is 
a  long  time  ago).  I  was  sent  back 
to  the  second  grade  classroom  to 
sit  at  the  baby  table,  and  was  em¬ 
barrassed,  but  by  then  I  was  im¬ 
patient  with  being  read  to,  and 
that  was  that. 

As  a  class  we  walked  up  to  a 
Lincoln  Park/Land’s  End  vantage 
point  to  watch  the  last  big  piece 
being  put  in  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge.  And,  we  also  watched 
from  there,  the  first  Pan  Am 
Clipper  flying  out  to  Honolulu. 
We  took  field  trips  on  the  Market 
Street  Railway  White  Car,  which 
could  run  anywhere  in  the  city, 
and  had  wicker  chairs  that 
swiveled!  One  such  trip  was  to 
the  New  Coit  Tower,  and  it  is 


♦  Friendship  Awards  Dinner 
75th  Anniversary  Celebration 
Patio  Espanoi 
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good  we  rode  there  in  comfort, 
because  we  climbed  all  the  stairs 
to  the  top  so  that  we  could  ad¬ 
mire  the  WPA  murals  on  the  way. 

As  the  opening  of  the  bridge 
and  the  fair  on  Treasure  Island 
approached,  a  dozen  or  so  of  us 
were  pulled  out  of  our  regular 
routine  into  a  special  class  in 
which  we  built  a  balsa  wood 
model  of  the  Golden  gate  inter¬ 
national  Exposition,  and  among 
other  sidelines  of  this  project, 
published  a  newspaper  called 
“Fair  Facts”  —  alliteration 
seemed  more  original  than  it 
does  now,  and  I  was  exhilarated 
to  be  its  editor. 

Alamo  was  a  first  rate  and  ob¬ 
viously  memorable  introduction 
to  school.  Thank  you  for  the  invi¬ 
tation  to  reminisce,  and  all  good 
wishes  to  those  involved  in  edu¬ 
cation  at  Alamo  now. 

Sister  Samuel  Conlan,  O.P. 
(Patricia  E.  Conlan) 

Class  of  1933 

A  neighbor  alerted  me  to  the 
Alamo  May  festival  in  1952  and 
I  wheeled  my  10-month-old  son 
in  his  taylor-tot  to  see  what  the 
excitement  was  all  about.  Well! 
The  amazing  white  elephant 
booth  yielded  such  treasures.  The 
food  booths  and  plant  booths 
were  overflowing  with  goodies 
too  wonderful  to  ignore.  From 
that  day  on  I  was  hooked. 

The  Mothers  Club  became  a 
part  of  the  Getz  household  for 
the  next  15  years 

Serving  in  many  capacities  on 
the  board,  I  finally  undertook  the 
renovation  of  the  Library,  with 
Mira  McRae  and  Mary  Ishi. 
What  emerged  was  a  showpiece 
of  the  elementary  school  library 
system. 

Two  of  my  grandchildren 
have  recently  finished  their  pri¬ 
mary  school  year  at  Alamo,  and 
are  faring  well  in  their  middle 
and  high  schools.  I  am  pleased 
that  Alamo  has  continued  to  be 
the  excellent  institution  it  is  to¬ 
day. 

Kris  Getz,  Alumni 
Parent  Class  of  1963 
Grandparent  class  of  1999. 

Going  to  Alamo  School  in  the 
1960’s  was  like  a  living  history 
lesson.  During  my  years  at 
Alamo  I  remember  the  air  raid 
drills  during  the  Cuban  Missile 
Crisis,  the  assassinations  of  the 
Kennedy’s  and  Dr.  King,  the  Viet 
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Alamo’s  75th  Anniversary 
Calendar  of  Events 


First  heart  transplant 

1968 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  as¬ 
sassinated 

Senator  Robert  F.  Kennedy 
assassinated 

Richard  Nixon  elected  presi¬ 
dent 

Lynda  Baines  Johnson  or¬ 
dered  off  SF  Cable  Car  for 
eating  ice  cream 
SF  State  College  strikes 
Joseph  Alioto  takes  office 

1969 

Neil  Armstrong  walks  on  the 
moon 

Anti-Vietnam  War  demon¬ 
strations  reach  peak  in  US 
Sesame  Street  debuts 
Native  Americans  occupy 
Alcatraz 

1970 

First  Earth  Day  celebrated 
First  woman  general  in  the 
military 

Michael  and  Jennifer  most 
popular  baby  names 
First  Mass  at  new  St.  Mary's 
Cathedral  in  SF 

1971 

Greenpeace  founded 
SF  Unified  School  District 
begins  busing 

1972 

Trans  America  Bldg,  opens 
BART  carries  first  passengers 
Watergate  break-in 

1973 

Mideast  oil  embargo 
Gas  rationing 

1974 

Dedication  of  reconstructed 
Alamo  Elementary  School 

President  Nixon  resigns 
Gerald  Ford  sworn  in  as  pres¬ 
ident 

First  Muni  Fast  Pass 

1975 

Fall  of  Saigon 

First  computer  operating  sys¬ 
tem  invented  by  Paul  Allen 
and  Bill  Gates 

1976 

200th  anniversary'  of  US  in¬ 
dependence 

Apple  Computer  starts  up 
Jimmy  Carter  elected  presi¬ 
dent 

George  Moscone  takes  office 
in  San  Francisco 

1977 

First  Space  Shuttle  launched 
"Star  Wars”  released 
Anwar  Sadat  visits  Israel 

1978 

Mayor  George  Moscone  and 
Supervisor  Harvey  Milk 
murdered  at  City  Hall 
Diane  Feinstein  becomes 
mayor 

Jonestown  Massacre 

1979 

Three  Mile  Island  accident 
Khomeni  overthrows  the 
Shah  of  Iran 

1980 

Mt.  St.  Helens  volcano  erupts 
Ronald  Reagan  elected 
Beatle  John  Lennon  killed 
Michael  and  Jennifer  still 
most  popular  baby  names 

1981 

Diana  and  Prince  Charles 
wed 

President  Reagan  wounded  in 
assassination  attempt 
TGV  world's  fastest  train 

1982 

First  artificial  heart  surgery 
Forty  Niners  win  first 
Superbowl 
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1983 

Sally  Ride,  first  woman  to 
travel  in  space 

1984 

Ronald  Reagan  re-clecied 
president 

1985 

Dobbie  Quinones  appoint¬ 
ed  principal  at  Alamo 

Hole  in  ozone  discovered 
Forty  Niners  win  second 
Supcrbowl 

1986 

First  official  observance  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Day 
Space  shuttle  Challenger  ex¬ 
plodes  moments  after  lift  off 

1987 

Iran  Contra  hearings 
Pope  visits  San  Francisco 


1988 

George  Bush  elected  presi¬ 
dent 

An  Agnos  takes  office 


1989 

Berlin  Wall  falls 

Giants  win  National  League 

Pennant 

Loma  Prieta  Earthquake 
causes  62  deaths 
Forty  Niners  win  third 
Superbowl 

1990 

Nelson  Mandela  released 
from  prison  in  South  Africa 
Michael  and  Jessica  most 
popular  baby  names 
Forty  Niners  win  fourth 
Superbowl 


1991 

Gulf  War,  US  invades 
Kuwait 

Theodore  Giesel,  Dr  Seuss, 
dies  - 

1992 

William  Clinton  elected 
president 

Frank  Jordan  takes  office 

1993 

Mississippi  River  Hoods 


1994 


Nelson  Mandela  sworn  in  as 
president  of  South  Africa 
Presidio  turned  over  to  the 
National  Park  Service 

1995 

Oklahoma  Federal  Office 
bombed,  killing  168  people 
Forty  Niners  win  fifth 
Superbowl 

Willie  Brown  re-elected 

1996 

William  Clinton  re-elected 

1997 

Princess  Diana  dies  in  car 
crash 


1998 

Frank  Sinatra  dies 
Michael  and  Kaitlyn  most 
popular  baby  names 

1999 

World  has  six  billion  people 

2000 

Gina  Ferrante  becomes 
principal  at  Alamo 

Pac  Bell  Park  opens 

2001 


Alamo  School  celebrates 
75th  anniversary! 


More  Fond  Memories 


Ullii 

When  you  wet  the  beads  they 
gave  off  a  faint  perfume.  We  also 
put  on  a  school  play  once  a  year. 
The  year  I  remember  it  was 
Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin. 

I  remember  the  Four  Star 
Theater  on  the  corner  of  23rd 
and  25th  was  just  a  street,  no 
wide  avenue  as  it  is  now. 

These  are  some  of  my  memo¬ 
ries  -  it  has  been  a  long  time. 
Barbara  Harvey-Kerris 

I  attended  Alamo  from  1927- 
1932.  From  there  I  went  to 
Presidio  and  then  to  Washington 
High,  graduating  in  1938. 

At  Alamo,  I  had  Miss  Smith 
in  the  first  grade,  and  then  again 
at  Presidio  where  she  taught  art. 
My  second  grade  teachers  were 
Ms.  Allen  and  Mrs.  Dwyer. 
Third  grade  was  Ms.  Westfield: 
also  fourth  and  fifth.  Mrs. 
Michaels,  sixth  grade.  Ms  Dowd 
told  me  I’d  never  make  a  living 
if  I  had  to  cut  a  straight  line,  and 
I  still  can’t.  She  was  a  great 
teacher.  If  you  will  notice  in  the 
class  pictures,  you  will  see  we 
had  34  or  35  students  in  a  class¬ 
room.  I  can’t  remember  there 
ever  being  a  discipline  problem. 
My  one  bad  memory  was  in  4th, 
5th  and  6th  grades  we  went  to 
the  auditorium  for  Music  Ap¬ 
preciation.  Because  I  couldn't 
carry  a  tune,  I  had  to  sit  in  the 
back  row  and  was  not  allowed  to 
participate.  To  this  day  I  will  not 
sing! 

It  was  a  big  treat  to  walk  to 
school  after  lunch  with  a  penny 
to  spend  for  candy.  Those  who 
took  their  lunch  ate  in  the  yard 
on  benches  -  no  cafeteria.  I  re¬ 
member  the  May  Festival,  with 
our  homemade  costumes,  danc¬ 
ing  around  the  Maypole. 
Looking  back,  these  were  some 
of  the  best  years  of  my  life. 

Dot  (Behrmann)  Foley 


Alamo  Alums  Pitch  In 


1  attended  Alamo  School 
between  1940  and  1943  -  World 
War  II  years.  Along  with  evening 
neighborhood  air  raid  drills  and 
blackouts,  (no  lights  allowed  and 
shades  drawn)  we  had  practice 
air  raid  drills  at  school. 

I  remember  one  drill  in  partic¬ 
ular.  The  whole  class  walked 
down  California  Street  to  about 
19th  Avenue.  Flags  hung  in  the 
windows  of  many  homes  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  a  son,  daughter  or  hus¬ 
band  was  in  the  service.  Sadly, 
some  flags  showed  that  a  life  had 
been  lost  in  the  war. 

Our  walk  down  California 
Street  on  a  beautiful  sunny  morn¬ 
ing  gave  us  a  sense  of  freedom 
from  school.  It  contrasted  oddly 
with  the  somber  purpose  of  the 
drill. 

Collecting  or  trading  playing 
cards  remains  a  strong  memory 
for  me.  Girls  would  bring  shoe 
boxes  full  of  cards  to  school  to 
trade.  One  of  a  kind  cards  would 
be  considered  rare  and  were  very 
valuable.  Pairs  (in  different  col¬ 
ors)  were  desirable.  If  the  same 
card  in  three,  four  or  five  differ¬ 
ent  colors  could  be  found,  that 
trade  was  as  exciting  then  as  a 
momentous  day  on  Wall  Street  is 
now. 

Lois  Cornejo 

World  War  II  had  started.  The 
many  American  children  of 
Japanese  descent  did  not  return 
to  Alamo  after  December  10th. 
Homes,  businesses,  and  property 
were  confiscated  and  families 
were  taken  to  relocation  camps, 
not  to  return  to  school  or  San 
Francisco  until  September,  1945. 

Each  child  wore  a  baggage  tag 
with  name  and  address.  Tags 
were  color  coded  to  designate 
neighborhood.  Eventually  the 
baggage  tags  were  replaced  with 
metal  identification  tags. 

Evelyn  Barber  Benas 


Continued  from  page  3 

Nam  War  and  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement. 

On  Friday,  November  22, 
1963,  in  Mrs.  Rando’s  first  grade 
class  it  was  time  for  the  ten  thirty 
am  recess.  1  was  playing  tag  with 
my  friends  when  suddenly  the 
bell  rang  during  the  middle  of  re¬ 
cess.  I  thought  it  was  odd,  be¬ 
cause  we  had  just  been  let  out 
and  our  time  wasn’t  up.  We  were 
told  by  the  yard  monitors  to  sit 
on  the  benches.  Then  the  Vice- 
Principal,  Mr.  Lowenthal  an¬ 
nounced  over  the  loudspeaker 
(hai  the  President  had  been  shot. 
Even  though  I  was  only  six  years 
old.  all  the  other  students  and  I 
and  teachers  were  stunned.  There 
was  a  complete  silence  that  1  will 
never  forget  as  we  returned  to 
our  rooms.  Some  of  the  kids 
were  crying  as  well  as  some  of 
the  teachers.  Nobody  said  a  word 
until  we  heard  that  he  was  dead. 
A  little  bit  later  the  school  was 
closed.  What  I  find  amazing 
about  that  is  that  we  didn’t  even 
wait  for  out  parents  to  pick  us 
up,  we  just  walked  home.  I  will 
always  remember  that  day  as 
long  as  I  live. 

Roy  Herstein, 

Class  of  1969. 

I  started  at  Alamo  when  it 
opened.  I  think  it  was  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  grade.  My  memories  in¬ 
clude:  a  schoolyard  divided  dur¬ 
ing  recesses  into  boys  and  girls 
and  the  smell  of  wet  wool  and 
salami  sandwiches  during  a  wet 
lunchtime  in  our  classroom.  The 
Sweeterie  sold  hot  dogs  (5 
cents),  pie  (5  cents),  chillo- 
banana  (5  cents)  and  Root  Beer 
(5  cents)  Twenty  cents  was 
enough  for  lunch  -  no  tax  or  tip. 

Mrs.  Anderson,  our  fifth 
grade  teacher  required  us  to  wear 
shirts  with  collars  and  a  necktie 
to  class.  Herbert  Hoover  was 
elected  President  during  our  stay. 

I  was  harassed  by  an  older  girl 
who  had  me  evicted  from  assem¬ 
bly  and  took  my  yo-yo  a  week 
later  in  the  yard  during  lunch. 
We  had  occasional  fist  fights  af¬ 
ter  school  in  a  lot  about  one 
block  away  from  school,  along 
the  seven-block  walk  to  30th  av¬ 
enue  where  I  lived. 

Melville  Harvey 

In  the  spring  of  1942,  WWII 
has  just  begun,  I  am  with  twenty- 
plus  classmates  in  our  fifth  grade 
picture.  It  is  a  typical  forties 
class  shot.  The  difference  is  that 
most  of  us  are  wearing  a  long, 
color  coded  evacuation  ID  card. 

I  guess  the  color  code  was  for 
teachers/volunteers  to  get  us 
home  in  an  emergency.  I  still  see 
seven  to  eight  of  these  people. 

Traffic  Patrol  was  a  very  im¬ 
portant  part  of  my  day.  It  was 
taken  very  seriously.  Troop  3 
BSA  met  at  the  school. 

Frank  Walsh 

In  thinking  back  almost  50 
years,  my  memories  seem  to 
center  around  food.  I  spent  many 
lunch  hours  at  the  sweetery.  I  re¬ 
member  Frank  and  his  great 
cheeseburgers.  I  also  recall  being 
in  the  yard  a  lunchtime  when 
there  was  an  earthquake.  While 
the  girls  were  running  and 
screaming,  I  took  the  opportunity 
to  eat  their  sandwiches.  I  have 
cut  back  on  the  cheeseburgers  re¬ 
cently,  but  still  have  fond  memo¬ 
ries  of  Alamo. 

Bruce  Blockley 

I  remember  the  Sweetery,  also 
the  4-Star  Theater,  the  drug  store 
on  23rd  and  California.  There 
was  also  another  candy  and  toy 
store  on  Clement  between  24th 


an  25th.  1  did  not  like  folk  danc¬ 
ing  classes.  The  trafficboy  pa¬ 
rades  were  great,  being  held  in 
the  Presidio  at  the  30th  regiment 
parade  grounds.  My  favorite 
teacher  was  Mrs.  Searight,  as  she 
started  me  on  the  trumpet  and  it 
carried  forth  to  Presidio.  Sorry  I 
cannot  be  of  more  help  to  you.  It 
was  a  long  time  ago.  Good  luck 
to  the  committee  on  the  celebra¬ 
tion.  I  can’t  believe  that  you 
tracked  me  down  in  Ariz.  Again, 
good  luck. 

Noel  Waxman 

I  was  only  at  Alamo  for  2 
years,  fifth  and  sixth  grade.  But 
my  most  compelling  connection 
is  the  fact  that  a  few  years  later, 
1967-69,  I  taught  in  the  same 
classroom  in  which  I  had  been  a 
sixth  grade  student.  The  neigh¬ 
borhood  was  smaller,  with  fewer 
shops  and  restaurants.  There  was 
no  cafeteria  at  school;  my  two 
favorite  teachers  were  Miss  Ford 
(5th)  and  Miss  Doud  (6th).  Both 
were  larger  women  and  good 
teachers,  quite  respected  by  stu¬ 
dents. 

Lorrie  Greene 

I  know  I’m  older  than  Mickey 
Mouse,  but  I  did  not  realize  that 
I’m  also  a  little  older  than  Alamo 
school.  I  attended  Alamo 
Grammar  school  from  1930 
(kindergarten)  to  1936  and  went 
on  to  Presidio  Jr.  High  and 
George  Washington  High 
School.  Miss  K.  McGivern  was 
Principal  and  Miss  Spain  was 
Vice  Principal.  Some  teachers’ 
names  were:  Miss  Rathjen  (k), 
Mrs.  Wilber  (first  grade),  Mrs. 
Allen  (second  grade)  and  Miss 
Anderson  (fifth  grade). 

There  was  no  cafeteria,  it  was 
brown  bag  or  lunch  boxes.  There 
were  no  organized  games  at 
lunch  period.  Running  in  the 
schoolyard  was  a  no-no.  We 
played  jacks,  hopscotch,  and 
jump  rope.  Every  Thursday  was 
music  appreciation  day.  We 
would  gather  in  the  auditorium. 
If  memory  serves  me  correctly 
Madame  Schuman-Henk  (Ger¬ 
man  Soprano)  appeared  once  at 
Alanto. 

Once  a  year,  each  class  was 
taken  out  to  the  front  of  the 
building  where  our  class  picture 
was  taken  by  the  Frances 
Thompson  Studio.  Hair  styles 
and  clothes  were  not  a  big  issue 
for  us,  remember  these  were  the 
Depression  years.  School  fund¬ 
ing  was  also  short  for  things  that 
are  commonplace  today,  such  as 
counseling  to  deal  with  unpleas¬ 
ant  happenings.  I  still  remember 
a  schoolmate  who  died  in  a 
Halloween  fire,  many  of  us  were 
left  confused. 

There  were  no  African 
Americans  and  only  two 
Japanese  schoolmates.  But 
Alamo  still  tried  hard  to  include 
appreciation  for  other  cultures.  I 
recall  a  tribe  or  group  of 
American  Indians  who  did  tribal 
dances.  They  also  sold  turquoise 
jewelry  and  some  kind  of  beads. 


The  Friends  of  Alamo  School 
Foundation  was  established  in 
1996.  The  first  independent  pub¬ 
lic  school  foundation  in  San 
Francisco,  it  has  been  endorsed 
by  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  Mayor 
Willie  Brown. 

The  foundation's  role  is  to  en¬ 
courage  alumni  to  reconnect  to 
Alamo  School  and  to  support  an 
enriched  educational  experience 
at  all  grade  levels,  underwriting 
programs  in  science,  art,  vocal 
music,  physical  education,  com¬ 


puters,  the  library  and  Jr.  Great 
Books.  The  Foundation  also  pro¬ 
vides  a  classroom  stipend  for 
each  teacher  and  a  mini-grant 
program  called  Teacher's  Pet 
Projects. 

Our  Annual  Campaign  is  a  di¬ 
rect  appeal  sent  to  the  entire 
Alamo  community;  families, 
Alamo  alumni,  grandparents,  rel¬ 
atives,  friends  and  neighbors.  AH 
contributions  make  a  difference  - 
100%  participation  is  our  goal. 

Our  Friendship  Award  Dinner 
&  Silent  Auction  is  an  annual 


to  Help 

event  that  takes  place  in  the 
spring,  honoring  exceptional  in¬ 
dividuals  whose  dedication  and 
support  contribute  to  the  success 
of  Alamo  School.  The 
Foundation  works  year-round  so¬ 
liciting  items  for  the  auction. 
Come  and  enjoy  an  evening  of 
food,  wine  and  bidding  April  28. 

For  more  information  regard¬ 
ing  contributions  or  other  ways 
you  can  help,  call  Patty  Wong, 
executive  director,  at  (415)  876- 
5806  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.AlamoSchoolFoundation.org. 
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Hard-nosed  chief  was  criminal's  worst  nightmare 


by  T.J.  Wait 

From  1942  to  1970,  Thomas 
Cahill  was  a  criminal’s  worst 
nightmare. 

That  was  the  length  of  time, 
28  years,  that  Thomas  Cahill 
served  as  a  member  of  the  SF 
Police  Department.  Many  of 
those  years  were  spent  serving  as 
the  city’s  chief  of  police. 

Cahill  was  born  in  the  U.S. 
but  spent  most  of  his  childhood 
in  Ireland.  He  knew  even  as  a 
small  child  that  he  wanted  to  live 
in  the  United  States.  Stories  from 
his  father  about  America  inspired 
him  to  return. 

“I  was  a  small  child  and  it  was 
late  at  night.  My  father  would  in¬ 
vite  friends  over  and  he  would 
tell  them  stories  about  America.  I 
would  stand  near  the  top  of  the 
stairs  and  listen.  I  would  think  to 
myself  how  someday  I  would  go 
there.” 

Eventually  he  did  just  that.  In 
1929  he  boarded  what  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  “a  big  German  ship,” 
and  made  his  way  to  the  United 
States.  Unfortunately,  1929  was 
not  one  of  America’s  easier 
times. 

When  he  reached  the  U.S. 
there  were  few,  if  any,  jobs  to  be 
had.  His  brother,  who  was  al¬ 
ready  living  here  at  the  time  of 
his  arrival,  had  originally 
promised  that  Cahill  would  have 
no  trouble  finding  work.  Of 
course,  that  was  before  the 
Depression.  But  instead  of  giving 
up,  Cahill  decided  to  stay  and 
fight  for  a  job  in  America’s  de¬ 
pressed  labor  market. 

After  doing  odd  jobs  for 
years,  including  carrying  blocks 
of  ice  (used  to  freeze  and  refrig¬ 
erate  food)  to  people’s  homes  for 
more  than  a  decade,  an  opportu¬ 
nity  presented  itself  at  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department. 

Cahill  enrolled  in  the  Police 
Academy  and  two  weeks  later  he 
became  a  patrolman.  And  so  be¬ 
gan  his  tenure  in  San  Francisco 
law  enforcement. 

“The  American  Dream 
brought  me  here,  and  I  was  able 
to  realize  it,”  Cahill  explained. 

After  16  years  as  an  officer, 
Cahill  was  promoted  to  Chief  of 
Police.  He  stayed  for  12  more 
years,  the  longest  term  of  any 
past  or  present  San  Francisco 
Chief  of  Police. 

What  does  a  man  like  Thomas 


I  Adolph 


more  than  two  decades  ago,  the 
time  has  not  stifled  his  pride. 
From  wall  to  wall,  his  living 
room  is  filled  with  pictures, 
plaques  and  awards.  Cahill  also 
proudly  showcases  his  first  de¬ 
partment  issued  uniform,  which 
sits  near  the  fireplace. 

Those  pictures,  plaques  and 
awards  aren’t  going  anywhere, 
he  says,  and  neither  is  he.  Cahill 
loves  his  Richmond  District 
home  and  he  says  that’s  where 
he’ll  stay. 

“The  city’s  been  good  to  me, 
and  I  have  no  plans  of  leaving,” 
Cahill  said. 

Asked  whether  he  would  join 
the  SF  Police  Department  today, 
Cahill  replied,  “Yes.  The  force  is 


not  that  different,  but  the  people 
are.  There’s  a  greater  mixture  of 
people.” 

Also  different,  according  to 
Cahill,  are  the  set  of  problems 
that  faced  his  police  officers  dur¬ 
ing  his  years  as  chief. 

“We  had  the  Vietnam  War, 
and  the  hippie  movement.  And 
with  both  of  these,  according  to 
Cahill,  came  drugs  and  crime  of 
a  different  nature. 

Cahill  also  went  on  to  explain 
that  being  in  charge  of  a  depart¬ 
ment  during  a  war  “creates  a 
completely  different  set  of  prob¬ 
lems.” 

All  in  all,  though,  Cahill  said 
he’d  do  it  all  over  again. 

“I  have  no  regrets,”  he  said. 
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Retired  SF  police  chief  Thomas  Cahill  stands  outside  his 
Richmond  District  home. 


Cahill  do  after  fighting  crime  for 
almost  three  decades?  Well,  if 
you  thought  rest  and  relax,  you’d 
be  wrong. 

Cahill  chose  to  stay  in  law  en¬ 
forcement  after  retiring  from  the 
SFPD. 

Immediately  after  leaving  the 
force  in  1970,  Cahill  took  a  job 
with  California’s  telephone  com¬ 
pany.  He  signed  on  as  their  Chief 
Special  Agent  in  charge  of  secu¬ 
rity  from  northern  Marin  to 
Monterey  County. 

He  said  during  that  time  the 
phone  company  feared  bomb  at¬ 
tacks,  among  other  concerns, 
from  protesters  angry  about  the 
Vietnam  War.  But  Cahill  said  that 
his  watch,  which  lasted  until 
1976,  came  and  went  without 
any  major  incidents.  Still,  he 
said,  it  was  a  stressful  time  to  be 
involved  with  any  kind  of  securi¬ 
ty  or  law  enforcement. 

Cahill  also  joined  and  led  sev¬ 
eral  prominent  organizations 
both  in  the  Bay  Area  and  across 
the  globe. 

He  led  the  International 
Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police, 
an  organization  which  boasts 
more  than  70,000  members 
worldwide.  He  was  their  presi¬ 
dent  and  currently  he  serves  as  a 


member.  Today,  Cahill  is  also  a 
member  of  California  Peace 
Officers  Association  and  the 
Retired  Police  Officers  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco. 

Now  that  he  has  finally  re¬ 
tired,  he  enjoys  the  company  of 
his  newlywed  wife  and  a  nice 
weekend  at  his  Lake  County 
home  fishing  and  relaxing.  He 
also  loves  to  tell  a  good  story  and 
he  knows  plenty  -  from  the  clas¬ 
sic  bank  robbery  to  brutal  mur¬ 
ders  committed  by  the  Mafia. 

Although  his  retirement  from 
the  SF  Police  Department  was 


Serving  S.F.  and  the 
entire  Bay  Area 

Specializing  in: 

/  Build-Up  Tar  &  Gravel  Roofs 
/  Composition  Shingles 
/  Gutter  Cleaning 
/  Repairs  and  Maintenance 
/  Shake  Conversions 
/  Tile  Roofs 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

255-0105 

Dan  McCarthy 
3rd  Generation  Roofer 
Formerly  with  McCarthy  Roofing 

Senior  Special  (65  and  over) 
Receive  an  additional 
5%  discount  on  a 
complete  roofing  job 


SAM  &  HENRY’S 


COFFEE 


Juice* 

Sandwiches* 

Goodies* 

4342  California  St. 
(Btwn.  5th  &  6th  Ave.) 
415.750.1955 


Film-to-Video 
Transfer  Service 


8mm,  Super  8mm,  t6mm 

BEST  RATES  m  the  CITY! 


Copies  S  Conversions 

Ljm>  VHS,  S-VHS,  Mini-DV, 

If  Hi8,  Paly  Secam 

f  C@l@r  Prints 
from  YOUR  Videos 


Out  Second  Street  Store  is 
Still  Open  to  Serve  You! 

"FREE  CUSTOMER  PARKING  AVAILABLE" 


•  Short  jobs  usually 
done  while  you  wait 
'  Student  Discounts 
■  Bulk  Discounts 


©Adolph 


181  Second  St. 

at  Howard  Street 
(415)  495-3852 

www.gassers.com 


I 

I 

I 

I 


GEORGE  OLSEN 

CADILLAC,  BUICK,  OLDSMOBILE,  GMC  TRUCK 
YOUR  EXCLUSIVE  S.F.  DEALER 

Serving  the  Richmond  district  for  68  years 


at  your  Service! 


10%  OFF 


Present  this  coupon  at  time  of  write-up* 
for  10%  off  scheduled  maintenance  service. 


Stop  in  and 
meet  our  new 
service 
manager  - 
Dennis 
Pawlowski 


I 


Free  Shuttle  Service  Available 
Maintenance  and  Repairs  Available  on  "Appointment"  and  "Non-Appointment"  Basis 
Offer  valid  through  February  28,  2001 

Visit  our  website  at:  www.olsengmcars.com 


I 


George  Olsen 


CADILLAC,  BUICK,  OLDSMOBILE,  GMC  TRUCK 

999  Van  Ness  Ave. 

YYaaM&re  San  Francisco 
Phone:  474-7700 


The  power  of  A:  The  Fusion 
of  Design  and  Technology* 


<2^  Oldsmobile  | 

0OOQO 


Fax:  474-7713 


We  are  professional  grade. 


Visit  our  website  at  www.olsengmcars.com 
Sales  Hours:  M-S,  9-6;  Sunday,  11-5  •  Service  Hours:  M-F,  7-5:45 
Body  Shop  Hours:  M-F,  8-5:30  •  Parts  Hours:  M-F,  8-5 
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CINDY'S  HUSBAND  WON'T  TAKE  HER  DANCING. 
SO  SHE  FOUND  SOME  OTHER  PARTNERS. 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


1ST  CLASS 

FREE* 


Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 

Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs: 

5:30  &  6:45  p.m. 

Wed:  6:15  p.m. 


Pay  only  $40  a  month 
with  our  electronic 
payment  plan. 

*New  students  only 


Sat  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405  or 

1-800-FIT-IS-IT  for  information 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

✓  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

S  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

✓  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

✓  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 

✓  First  4  hours  FREEI 

✓  TOEIC  preparation. 

✓  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


2%  IK  oLJ&Ag  it 
-TOEFL  Test,  § 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 

Licensed  by  the  council  for  private  and  post-secondary  education. 


Celia's 

Mexican  Restaurant 

The  Best  Kept 
Secret  in 
San  Francisco 
for  38  Years 


Lunch  •  Dinner  •  Cocktails  •  Take-out 
Closed  Mondays  •  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


50%  OFF 


Buy  One  Entree  at  the  Regular  Price 
and  Receive  a  Second  Entree  of 
Equal  or  Lesser  Value  for  Half  Price! 


Expires  February  28,  2001.  Not  Valid  with  Other  Offers. 
Good  Anytime!  Limit  One  Coupon  per  Table. 

4019  Judah  St.  •  564-3192 


Presidio  School  gets  cash  bonus 
for  improving  overall  test  scores 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

Teachers  and  students  at 
Presidio  Middle  School  recently 
learned  that  meeting  their  aca¬ 
demic  performance  goals  can 
bring  a  lucrative  cash  reward. 

When  the  state  of  California 
released  the  results  of  its 
Academic  Performance  Index 
(API)  in  mid-January,  Principal 
Al  Dea  was  “elated"  to  learn  that 
his  students  received  a  ranking  of 
10,  the  highest  statewide  ranking 
available.  And  it  comes  with  a 
$100,000  reward. 

“I  feel  very  proud  of  our  stu¬ 
dents,  teachers  and  parents,”  Dea 
said. 

The  API  is  the  centerpiece  of 
a  statewide  accountability  system 
for  California’s  public  schools 
developed  by  Governor  Gray 
Davis  as  part  of  his  plan  to  im¬ 
prove  the  state’s  public  education 
system. 

Schools  that  achieve  perfor¬ 


mance  goals  receive  cash  incen¬ 
tives  based  on  a  complicated 
statewide  ranking  system.  They 
are  determined  by  each  student’s 
performance  on  the  controversial 
Stanford  9  achievement  test. 

The  school’s  Site  Council  has 
the  responsibility  for  spending 
the  money  and  Booth  Whitmer, 
chairman  of  the  council,  wasted 
no  time  contacting  parents,  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers  for  sugges¬ 
tions. 

“We  have  proposals  for  a  full¬ 
time  librarian,  school  counselor, 
reading  teacher  and  computers,” 
Whitmer  said. 

At  Presidio,  96  percent  of  the 
student  body  took  the  Stanford  9 
achievement  test.  The  school  re¬ 
ceived  the  highest  rank  of  10  and 
was  ranked  8  (out  of  a  possible 
10)  when  compared  to  similar 
schools  throughout  the  state. 

Of  the  students  that  took  the 
test,  553  identified  themselves  as 
Asian,  which  is  a  numerically 


significant.  However,  339  stu¬ 
dents  were  classified  as  socioeco¬ 
nomically  disadvantaged,  also 
considered  numerically  signifi¬ 
cant. 

Presidio,  like  most  schools  in 
the  state,  is  also  looking  forward 
to  a  generous  increase  in  its  gen¬ 
eral  fund  allocation  this  year. 

The  increase  is  also  a  part  of  a 
commitment  by  Davis  to  increase 
each  school’s  general  fund  rev¬ 
enues  by  raising  the  state’s  con¬ 
tribution  from  $27  to  $50  per 
pupil.  At  Presidio,  this  increase 
will  translate  into  an  extra 
$14,000. 

The  money  comes  with  no 
strings  attached,  which  allows 
the  school  to  spend  it  where  it  is 
most  needed. 

“I  want  to  thank  Gray  Davis 
for  the  increase  in  the  general 
fund.  It  guaranteed  that  every 
student  had  all  the  textbooks  they 
needed,”  Dea  said. 


Presidio  downsizes  upkeep  plan 


Continued  from  page  1 

about  the  renovations  she  was 
told  that  Presidio  was  not  on  the 
district’s  list  for  scheduled  re¬ 
pairs.  The  facilities  department 
manages  building  maintenance, 
construction  and  telecommunica¬ 
tions  for  the  school  district  and 
controls  the  purse  strings  to  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  of  state  and  local 
funds. 

“It  was  like  we  dropped  off 
the  radar  screen.  I  thought  this 
was  incredible,  especially  since 
we  were  the  poster  child  for  the 
1994  bond  campaign,”  Whitmer 
said. 

Whitmer  was  told  that  an¬ 
swers  would  be  forthcoming  af¬ 
ter  the  department  completed  a 
comprehensive  report  detailing 
how  the  district  had  spent  $365 
million  in  bond  money  autho¬ 
rized  by  voters  during  the  past  10 
years. 

When  the  report  was  complet¬ 
ed,  school  officials  told  Dea  that 
cost  overruns  at  several  projects, 
including  Tenderloin  Elementary 
School  and  John  O’Connell  High 
School,  would  consume  all  the 
remaining  funds. 

For  the  next  three  years,  par¬ 
ents  continued  to  hound  the  de¬ 
partment  about  the  renovations 
but  were  told  the  project  was  on 
hold  until  more  funding  could  be 
found  from  the  state.  Last 
August,  Dea  received  a  letter  ap¬ 
proving  a  scaled-back  renovation 
project  at  Presidio  with  a  pricetag 


of  $3.2  million.  According  to 
Dea,  the  project  was  funded  only 
because  parents  kept  “nagging” 
school  officials. 

“There  was  a  dedicated  group 
of  parents  who  stayed  on  top  of 
this  to  remind  them  (the  facilities 
department)  what  was  happen¬ 
ing,”  Dea  saicj. 

The  slimmed-down  project 
came  with  a  higher  pricetag  -  $2 
million  more  than  the  plan  pro¬ 
posed  in  1994  -  but  is  lacking 
many  of  the  essential  repairs  that 
were  included  in  the  original  ren¬ 
ovation  plan.  Dea  was  told  that  a 
lack  of  funds  and  skyrocketing 
construction  costs  made  the 
changes  necessary. 

The  bruising  three-year  battle 
left  parents  at  Presidio  with  many 
questions  they  say  the  school  dis¬ 
trict  seemed  either  unwilling  or 
unable  to  answer. 

“Why  was  the  money  budget¬ 
ed  for  Presidio  spent  elsewhere? 
No  one  would  go  on  the  record 
with  an  honest  response,” 
Whitmer  said. 

“I  have  tried  for  three  years  to 
discover  the  answer  to  this  ques¬ 
tion  while  asking  one  of  my  own: 
What  happens  every  year  to  the 
quarter  billion  dollars  the  school 
district  gets  every  year  to  build 
and  maintain  its  facilities?” 

Fraud  Audit  May 
Provide  Answers 

Since  early  September,  the  fa¬ 
cilities  department  has  been  at 
the  center  of  an  ongoing  criminal 


investigation  and  school’s 
Superintendent  Arlene  Ackerman 
has  asked  the  city  attorney’s  of¬ 
fice  to  look  into  allegations  of 
wrongdoing  that  arose  following 
an  independent  state  audit  last 
spring. 

When  an  initial  inquiry  found 
that  $14.3  million  in  school  bond 
mon?y  may  have  been  misspent, 
in  November  the  school  board 
authorized  $377,000  for  a  special 
two-month  fraud  investigation  of 
the  facilities  department.  The  au¬ 
dit  should  be  completed  some¬ 
time  in  February. 

Science  Labs  Still 
Waiting  for  Repairs 

Part  of  the  package  of 
promised  renovations  for 
Presidio  included  updating  its  ag¬ 
ing  science  laboratory. 

The  money  for  the  project  was 
supposed  to  come  from  a  $90 
million  bond  measure  passed  by 
voters  in  1997.  However,  Dea 
was  told  that  plans  to  rehabilitate 
the  science  lab  at  Presidio  was 
dropped  because  of  a  lack  of 
funding. 

He  says  the  repairs  are  neces¬ 
sary  because  the  lab  has  only  one 
electrical  outlet,  the  counters  are 
outdated  and  the  entire  facility  is 
antiquated.  \ 

“I  would  like  to  know  what 
happened  to  the  money  from  the 
1997  bonds  that  were  supposed 
to  repair  the  science  labs,”  Dea 
asked. 


♦  BEST  BITES  ♦ 

Patpong  Thai  Cuisine 


Anyone  who  has 
ever  been  to 
Bangkok  has 
probably  been  to  the 
tourist  section  of  town, 
called  Patpong  and  devel¬ 
oped  by  a  Mr.  Patpong.  It 
is  where  one  can  buy  sou¬ 
venirs  from  the  open-air  market 
and  sample  food  delicacies. 

Owner  Surassak  Tassana  (also 
known  by  his  American  name, 
Danny  Murray)  and  his  cousin 
and  chef,  Vera  Tassana,  opened 
this  delightful  Thai  restaurant 
slightly  less  than  a  year  ago  and 
we  want  the  entire  district  to 
know  about  it! 

For  a  small  restaurant,  only 
seating  about  38  customers,  the 
decor,  service,  food  and  prices 
are  simply  amazing! 

The  atmosphere  is  just  roman¬ 
tic  enough  for  a  twosome,  while 
the  lighting  allows  patrons  to  see 
the  delightful  dishes  and  each 
other. 


Ginny  Kolmar 

The  food  is  a  perfect  combi¬ 
nation  of  tastes,  textures  and  pre¬ 
sentation  and  prices  are  almost 
too  low  to  be  believed. 

The  restaurant  has  soft  white 
walls  on  the  top  half  and  ceiling 
and  deep,  dark  brown/red  wood 
on  the  bottom  half.  White  table¬ 
cloths  and  napkins  (not  paper) 
enhance  the  experience,  while 
one  wall  holds  lovely  light 
sconces  and  the  other  has  pho¬ 
tographs  and  two  beautiful  ab¬ 
stract  paintings.  The  back  of  the 
restaurant,  next  to  the  kitchen, 
shows  off  two  small  ficus  trees, 
adding  a  bit  of  greenery. 

The  nitty  gritty  is  always  the 
food,  isn’t  it?  And  the  food  here 


is  perfection. 

My  husband  and  I 
shared  Green  Onion 
Pancakes  with  Cucumber 
Salad  as  our  appetizer 
($4.95).  The  pancakes  are 
light,  flaky  and  greaseless, 
and  combined  with 
sweet/sour  bits  of  cucumber  in  an 
amazing  dressing  that  had  us  ex¬ 
claiming  with  delight. 

Frankly,  we  have  trouble  with 
highly  spiced  foods,  so  with 
Danny’s  assurance,  we  ordered 
Prawns  with  Sugar  Peas  and 
Shitake  Mushrooms  ($7.95)  For 
vegetarians,  this  can  be  made 
substituting  tofu  for  prawns. 

Our  second  dish,  Chicken 
with  Peppers  (which  were  green 
and  red  peppers).  Onions  & 
Cashew  Nuts  ($7.95).  The  dish 
had  whole  red  chili  peppers,  but 
since  they  were  whole,  the  dish 
remained  mild.  I  cannot  rave 

Continued  on  page  11 
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Hinckle  propaganda 
fueled  by  100  proof 


For  loo  long, 

Warren  Hinckle 
has  been  assas¬ 
sinating  the  character 
of  good  San 
Franciscans  in  order 
to  further  the  agenda 
of  his  two  primary 
bosses  -  Willie 
Brown  and  Ted  Fang.  In  order  to 
keep  his  political  patron,  Willie 
Brown,  in  power,  Warren 
Hinckle  has  smeared  Supervisors 
Tony  Hall,  Aaron  Peskin,  Matt 
Gonzales,  Jake  McGoldrick,  Tom 
Ammiano,  Gerardo  Sandoval  as 
well  as  former  Mayor  Frank 
Jordan,  Judge  Quentin  Kopp  and 
me,  Clint  Reilly,  and  just  about 
anybody  else  who  is  opposed  to 
the  Brown  Machine’s  political 
agenda. 

An  eye  is  not  the 
only  thing  missing 
behind  the  signa¬ 
ture  Hinckle  patch. 
Decades  at  the  bar 
have  also  shrunk 
the  gray  matter. 

Hinckle  is  the  hit  man  who 
destroys  with  a  fusillade  of 
smears,  lies  and  innuendo.  Make 
no  mistake!  Hinckle’s  column  is 
all  about  money,  keeping  the  big 
money  flowing  into  the  Fang 
Family  coffers  from  taxpayers, 
corporations  and  anyone  else  the 
Fang’s  can  intimidate  via  attack 
journalism. 

Hinckle  is  a  sad  case. 

Hinckle’s  once  substantial  talent 
has  been  drained  away  like  so 
many  empty  whiskey  bottles. 

One  ex-wife,  the  writer  Susan 
Cheever,  told  a  shocking  tale  in 
her  memoirs.  In  great  pain  while 
in  labor  with  the  birth  of  their' 
child,  Hinckle  plied  Cheever 
with  liquor  from  his  own  bottle  - 
causing  her  to  go  back  to  alcohol 
after  years  of  personal  sobriety. 

In  fact,  Hinckle  has  lost  jobs  at 
both  the  Chronicle  and  the 
Hearst-owned  Examiner  because 
of  his  addled  profile,  intemperate 
writing  and  drunken 
malapropism. 

An  eye  is  not  the  only  thing 
missing  behind  the  signature 
Hinckle  patch.  Decades  at  the  bar 
have  also  shrunk  the  gray  matter. 

A  typical  Hinckle  column  is  a 
contorted  mix  of  melodramatic 
prose,  tortured  conspiracy  theo¬ 
ries,  sycophantic  genuflections 


Clint  Reilly 

and  reckless  attacks.  The  genu¬ 
flections  will  always  be  to  the 
Brown  machine  -  the  attacks  al¬ 
ways  against  a  Fang/Brown  an¬ 
tagonist. 

His  fawning  rationalizations 
for  the  most  outrageous  behavior 
of  Willie  Brown  and  florid  por¬ 
traits  of  minor  machine  parts, 
such  as  Anne  Marie  Conroy,  “the 
daughter  of  the  Sunset,”  have  re¬ 
vealed  Hinckle’s  columns  for 
what  they  truly  are  -  political 
propaganda. 

Earlier  this  year  I  filed  suit 
against  the  purchase  of  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  by  the 
Hearst  Corporation.  I  strongly 
believed  our  city  benefited  from 
two  strong  competing  newspa¬ 
pers. 

After  the  newspaper  trial  that 
resulted  in  the  closing  of  the  San 
Francisco  Examiner  and  a  $66 
million  give-away  to  the  Fang 
family  to  publish  a  new 
Examiner,  Ted  Fang  piously 
pledged  to  “bring  back  excel¬ 
lence  to  San  Francisco  journal¬ 
ism.”  Soon  the  new  Examiner’s 
first  issue  was  published  with  a 
predictable  photo  of  patron 
Willie  Brown  on  the  front  page 
surrounded  by  typographical  er¬ 
rors,  a  stingy  news  hole,  zero  ad¬ 
vertising  and  puerile  reporting. 

Many  San  Francisco  political 
operatives  were  not  surprised  to 
see  that  Warren  Hinckle  had  been 
named  an  associate  editor  on  the 
new  Examiner’s  masthead  -  un¬ 
doubtedly  paid  handsomely  with 
Hearst  dollars.  Soon  Hinckle's 
column  was 'smearing 
Brown/Fang  adversaries  with 
double-barreled  columns  in  both 
the  New  Ex  and  the  Independent. 
The  Hearst  millions  were  now 
subsidizing  Hinckle’s  lies,  ad 
hominem  smears  and  Brown 
Machine  candidates  throughout 
the  City. 

Ironically,  one  damning  argu¬ 
ment  against  the  Fang’s  new 
Examiner,  both  inside  and  out¬ 
side  the  paper,  has  become 
Warren  Hinckle’s  column.  If  Ted 
Fang  and  the  Fang  family  truly 
plan  to  stand  by  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  fair  and  objective  jour¬ 
nalism,  they  would  have  fired 
Warren  Hinckle  a  long  time  ago. 


By  placing  Hinckle 
on  the  masthead  as 
associate  editor,  the 
newspaper  has  an¬ 
nounced  to  all  San 
Franciscans  that  it 
has  no  intention  of 
abandoning  the 
smear  tactics  for 
which  Warren  Hinckle  is  so  fa¬ 
mous.  Indeed,  in  the  recent 
November  and  December  elec¬ 
tions  for  supervisor,  Hinckle  de¬ 
voted  four  entire  columns  to  at¬ 
tacks  on  supervisor-elect  Tony 
Hall  in  District  7,  Gerardo 
Sandoval  in  District  11,  Aaron 
Peskin  in  District  3  and  Jake 
McGoldrick  in  District  1 .  But 
Hinckle’s  mud  missed  the  mark. 

Witness  the  Dec.  12,  runoff 
where  Brown/Hinckle/Fang  en¬ 
dorsed  candidates  were  throttled 
by  citizen  alternatives.  Voters 
saw  Warren  for  what  he  is  -  not 
just  political  propagandist,  but 
political  pornographer. 

Is  it  possible  to  excavate  jour¬ 
nalism  sleazier  than  Warren 
Hinckle’s  column?  Try  Warren 
Hinckle’s  pre-election  tabloid, 
"The  Argonaut,”  where  Warren 
shakes  down  trembling  candi¬ 
dates  for  high-priced  campaign 
ads  in  exchange  for  a  firebomb- 
free  election.  Here  Warren  prints 
the  X-rated  factoids  that  won’t 
pass  the  smell  test  at  The 
Independent.  The  Argonaut’s 
snuff  journalism  frees  Hinckle 
from  any  obligation  to  objectivi¬ 
ty  or  truth  or  fairness.  Here 
Brown/Fang  enemies  become 
criminals,  deviates,  fascists  and 
racists. 

But  the  fact  that  Hinckle  con¬ 
tinues  to  write  and  continues  to 
be  published  is  almost  as  remark¬ 
able  as  the  fact  that  Hinckle  is 
still  alive.  Some  men  have  nine 
lives.  Hinckle  has  nine  livers. 

Hinckle  has  finally  used  up 
his  last  gasp  of  credibility  as  a 
journalist  and  native  San 
Franciscan.  Down  to  one  last  job 
as  an  accordion  grinder  for  a  dy¬ 
ing  political  machine,  he  is  no 
longer  feared,  just  ridiculed.  If 
any  San  Franciscan  needs  inter¬ 
vention;  it’s  Warren. 

Editor's  note:  Those  individu¬ 
als  that  have  been  victims  of 
Warren  Hinckle’s  character  assas¬ 
sinations  in  the  SF  Independent 
or  SF  Examiner  newspapers  are 
eligible  to  write  a  "Whack  a 
Hinckle"  column,  a  no-holds- 
barred  retort  published  in  the 
Richmond  Review  and  Sunset 
Beacon  newspapers. 


Patpong  Thai  Cuisine 


Continued  from  page  10 

enough  about  these  two  dishes. 
The  prawns  are  loaded  with  fla¬ 
vor,  sugar  peas  in  their  pods 
make  a  delightful  crunch  and 
Shitakes  are  soft  and  moist.  All 
are  gently  bathed  in  a  delicious 
brown  sauce  and  we  found  it  the 
perfect  dish  (along  with  Pad 
Thai)  for  those  patrons  who  are 
not  sure  whether  Thai  food  is  for 
them. 

Our  chicken  dish  was  equally 
delicious,  with  moist  and  delicate 
white  meat,  slivered  onions  and 
whole  cashews  providing  fabu¬ 
lous  textures  and  flavors.  It  is  re¬ 
markable  that  the  nuts  are  still 
crunchy.  It  is  a  perfect  dish  for 
those  who  like  spicy  foods  (just 
eat  the  red  peppers!)  and  those 
who  don’t. 

With  our  dishes  came  two  hu- 
mongous  mounds  of  fragrant  and 
sticky  jasmine  rice  ($1  each). 

For  dessert,  we  sampled  a 
small  “Fantasia,”  ($6.95  for 
small,  $8.95  for  large).  This 
turned  out  to  be  a  mound  of  ice 
cream,  another  of  coconut  pud¬ 


ding,  one  of  beautifully  fried  ba¬ 
nanas  with  an  ever-so-light  sweet 
crust  and  the  fourth  one  with 
slices  of  fresh  mango  -  again  a 
taste  and  texture  sensation. 

Our  bill,  including  a  glass  of 
Fetzer  Merlot  wine,  came  to 
$29.40  plus  tip.  This  turned  out 
to  be  a  bigger  bargain  than  we 
thought,  since  we  took  a  part  of 
the  large  portions  home. 

Other  unique  appetizers  at 
patpong  include  Crab  Cakes, 
$7.95,  and  “Golden  Pearl,”  deep- 
fried  and  stuffed  Mushrooms, 
with  Chicken,  Garlic  and  Pepper, 
topped  with  Peanut  Sauce,  $6.95. 
Soft-Shell  Crabs  with  Garlic  and 
Basil,  $9.95,  is  also  available. 
These  specials  change  weekly. 

The  ongoing  menu  also  con¬ 
tains  many  Thai  favorites,  in¬ 
cluding  my  old  standby,  Pad  Thai 
($4.95  at  lunch,  5.95  at  dinner.) 
There  are  seven  standard  appetiz¬ 
ers  ($4.95  and  $5.95)  and  eight 
salads  that  range  in  price  from 
$4.95  to  $6.95  and  two  soups. 

Five  traditional  Thai  curry 
dishes  range  from  $4.95  to  $6.95 
at  lunch  (add  $1  for  dinner)  and 


eight  Patpong  Thai  Noodle 
Soups,  all  $4.95  (add  $1  for  din¬ 
ner).  Six  Stir-Fried  Noodle  dish¬ 
es  are  offered,  including  Pad  Kee 
Mao  ($6.95  at  lunch  with  added 
seafood  or  shrimp).  Thirteen 
Rice  Plates  seemed  most  popular 
the  evening  we  dined,  ranging 
from  $5.95  for  most  to  $7.95  for 
a  few. 

Beverages  include  Thai  Iced 
Tea  or  Coffee  plus  domestic  and 
imported  beers. 

We  feel  certain  you  will  enjoy 
Patpong  as  a  total  dining  experi¬ 
ence  as  much  as  we  did.  (We 
plan  to  make  it  one  of  our  “regu¬ 
lar”  spots,  in  spite  of  parking  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  area.) 

PATPONG  THAI  CUISINE 

2415  Clement  St.,  at  25th 
Avenue 

Phone:  379-9726 
Beer/Wine;  Wheelchairs;  Visa  & 
Mastercard  (no  checks) 

Hours:  7  Days/week  1 1  a.m.  - 
10:30  p.m.;  Reservations 
Accepted 

;phere:  ★★★ 

Service:  ★★★★ 

Food:  ★★★★ 

Price:  ★ 

Overall:  ★★★★ 


Your  ticket  to  health! 


^\TA  M/^ 


Discounted! 
Personalized! 
Mail  Order! 


Selection! 
Knowledgeable ' 
Friendly! 


1428  Irving  Street,  SF  415-564-8160  (between  15th  &  16th  Ave.) 
1400  Shattuck,  Berkeley  45  Camino  Alto,  Mill  Valley  - 
Mon  to  Sat  10-6 

www. VitaminExpress.com 


-  SIGNS  •  BANNERS 


FULL  COLOR  PRINTS  ON  FABRIC 

Please  call  for  “7  C  1  o  ^  ^  ^ 
Appointment:  /  D  JL  "jUUO 

3216  Geary  Blvd.  at  Spruce  Free  Parking 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CORONET 

Distributing  Co. 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CORONET  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY 

OR  TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 
Dependable  Delivery  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area  Since  1970 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


Quality  Re-Used 
Building  Materials 


Call  for 
FREE  pickup 
of  your 
usable 
building 
materials! 


BUILDING  RESOURCES 

701  Amador  at  3rd  St. 
and  Cargo  between 
Evans  &  Chavez/Army 

Open  everyday 
9am-  4:30pm 
phone:  285-'"'  14 


BUILDING 
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Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar 

A  group  of  children  from  the  Chinese  Public  School  parade  down  what  is  now  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Drive  during  the  Midwinter  Fair,  which  was 
held  in  Golden  Gate  Park  in  1894. 


Tum-of-the-century  parade 


CITYMND  COUNTY  OF  SANFRANCISCO 


l*tex  paint 


Call  i-800-HHW-PKUP 

(1-800-449-7587) 

|or  FREE  pick-up. 

4  Recycle  used  motor  oil 
in  a  secured  container. 

0  Drain  your  oil  filter 
overnight  and  place  it  in 

<  a  leak-proof  plastic  bag. 

4  Leave  latex  paint  in  the 
original  can. 


If*  1-800-  HHW-PKUP 
(1-800-449-7587)^^ 
MU" 

4 

4  • 

mw&m*  • 

43 . 


4  Call  1-800-449-7587  to 
schedule  your  pick-up. 


[1-800-449-7587^1$; 


'Monte  Carlo  Night'  Returns 


Local  celebrities  helped  revive  an  annu¬ 
al  Monte  Carlo  Night  that  disappeared 
from  the  local  social  scene  about  a  decade 
ago. 

Featured  at  Monte  Carlo  2001,  a 
fundraiser  for  the  SF  Jewish  Community 
Center  and  its  teen  program  “Club  18,” 
were  SF  Mayor  Willie  Qrown,  SF 
Supervisor  Gavin  Newsom,  former  big- 
league  ball  player  Ron  Cey,  KRON  anchor 


Emerald  Yeh  and  local  yuk-it-up  man  Bob 
Sarlatte. 

Activities  at  the  event  included  casino 
gambling,  a  live  auction,  cabaret  acts  and 
an  “intergalactic  dessert  bar”  and  martini 
and  cosmopolitan  bar. 

The  renewed  Monte  Carlo  Night  was 
held  at  the  Jewish  Community  Center,  lo¬ 
cated  at  3200  California  St. 


_ 


Experience  The  new  California 
through  the  Power  of  Ethnic  Media 


Blew  California 

Media  Expo 

ETHNIC  MEDIA  EXHIBITS  -  PANEL  PRESENTATIONS 
AWARDS  PROGRAM  -  NETWORKING/RECRUITING 


Remember  to  leave  your  materials 
outside  on  the  day  of  the  pick-up. 
You  don’t  have  to  be  home  at  the 
time  of  collection.  You  can  recycle 
up  to  5  gallons  of  used  motor  oil  and 
7  gallons  of  latex  paint  per  pick-up. 


mmmmmz&wmmk 
4±mm  °  mnmm  •  imx 

W:0  M 


This  service  is  available  to  all  residents 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Funded  by  the  San  Francisco  hazardous  Waste  Management  Program  (41 5)  554- 
4333,  through  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board. 

(4i5>  554-4333 


RECYCLE 
USED  OIL 


February  15, 2001 
Masonic  Auditorium 

1111  CALIFORNIA  ST.,  SAN  FRANCISCO  /  9AM-9PM 

Visit  www.ncmonline.com 
top  information 


Sponsors  include:  E21  Times,  The  California  Endowment,  Fannie  Mae  Foundation,  PG&E,  Pacific  Bell, 
SF  Chamber  of  Commerce,  American  Association  of  Advertising  Agencies,  AT&T,  Chevron,  Hilton  San 
Francisco,  Merrill  Lynch,  McClatchy  Co,,  See  U  There,  World  Affairs  Council,  Heilman  and  priedman  LLC, 
Providian  r.ancial  Media  sponsors:  Bay  TV,  KRON,  KQED,  The  Chronicle,  The  Mercury  News,  Red 
Herring,  SF  Gate,  SF  Business  Times,  Yahoo!  News 
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Real  estate 
year  in 
review 

John  M.  Lee 


The  Real  Estate 
party  contin¬ 
ued  in  2000! 

Real  estate  prices 
continued  to  escalate 
even  though  the 
stock  market  was  de¬ 
clining  most  of  the 
year.  With  interest 
rates  staying  low, 
housing  inventory  low  and  a  fair¬ 
ly  strong  economy,  prices  in  the 
Richmond  District  skyrocketed. 
The  Richmond  Home  Sales 
Comparison  Table  shows  the  fi¬ 
nal  results  in  2000  as  compared 
with  prior  years. 

The  data  were  gathered  from 
the  San  Francisco  Association  of 
Realtors’  Multiple  Listing 
Service  and  consists  of  single¬ 
family  home  sales  in  the 
Richmond,  Lake,  Presidio 
Heights,  Jordan  Park,  Laurel 
Heights,  Lone  Mountain  and  Sea 
Cliff  areas. 

In  2000,  there  were  204  sales 
versus  265  for  1999  and  273  for 
1998,  a  decrease  of  23  percent 
from  1999  and  25  percent  from 
1998. 

Since  1996,  the  story  has  been 
the  same;  there  is  much  pent-up 
buyer  demand  and  not  enough 
supply.  Throughout  2000,  it 
seems  that  if  a  property  is  in 
good  condition  and  priced  right, 
it  is  sold  within  a  matter  of  days. 
Buyers  deciding  on  homes  have 
no  time  to  think  and  evaluate, 
they  had  to  act  immediately  or 
risk  losing  the  chance  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  home.  And  even  when 
they  acted,  they  were  often  in¬ 
volved  in  bidding  wars  with  mul¬ 
tiple  buyers. 

With  great  demand  and  not 
much  supply,  basic  economic 
theory  tells  us  that  prices  must  go 
up.  The  average  sales  price  in  the 
Richmond  was  $884,993  in  2000 
versus  $735,387  in  1999  and 
$609,889  in  1998  -  an  increase 
of  20  percent  over  1999  and  a 
whopping  increase  of  45  percent 
over  the  last  two  years. 

The  average  sales  price  num¬ 
ber  is  a  little  skewed  because 
more  high-end  homes  in  the  Sea 


Cliff,  Lake  Street,  Presidio 
Heights,  Jordan  Park  and  Laurel 
Heights  sold  in  the  two  to  three 
million  dollar  range,  thus  raising 
overall  sales  price  averages. 
Nevertheless,  the  increases  are 
real  and  the  price  escalation  was 
spectacular. 

Because  the  market  was  so 
good,  homes  were  sold  very 
quickly,  30  days  in  2000  versus 
37  days  in  1999  and  46  days  in 
1998,  a  decrease  of  seven  days  or 
19  percent  from  1999  and  16 
days  or  35  percent  from  1998. 
What  is  even  more  amazing 
about  this  statistic  is  that  the 
"Days  on  Market"  number  in¬ 
cludes  the  escrow  period.  So  at 
an  average  of  30  days  from  list¬ 
ing  date  to  closing  date,  homes 
were  being  sold  in  a  matter  of 
days!  Some  of  this  was  bought 
on  by  the  efficiency  of  new  tech¬ 
nology.  With  the  use  of  comput¬ 
ers,  e-mail,  and  the  Internet,  the 
loan  application  process  has  been 
streamlined  allowing  lenders  to 
act  extremely  fast. 

What  is  in  store  for  the  year 
2001?  Most  economists  are  call¬ 
ing  for  a  mild  recession  in  the 
first  part  of  the  year  with  growth 
resuming  in  the  second  half.  Real 


estate  is  what  we  call 
a  lagging  economic 
indicator,  meaning 
that  price  and  activity 
trails  the  economy. 
Therefore,  we  will 
probably  be  feeling 
the  effects  of  the  de¬ 
clining  stock  market 
in  the  early  part  of 
this  year.  However,  with  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  slashing 
rates  last  month,  the  stage  is  set 
for  a  stock  market  recovery,  lead¬ 
ing  to  a  further  increase  in  real 
estate  prices  later  in  the  year. 

The  economy  in  the  Bay  Area 
and  California  is  still  doing  great, 
with  no  end  in  sight.  The  high- 
tech  industry,  despite  some  layoff 
announcements  and  earning  dis¬ 
appointments,  is  still  booming. 
The  larger  high-tech  companies 
are  still  growing  at  double  digit 
revenue  increases;  unemploy¬ 
ment  is  still  low  and  many  peo¬ 
ple  still  have  lots  of  cash  avail¬ 
able. 

Mortgages  below  7.5  percent 
are  abundantly  available  and  pre¬ 
dicted  to  decline  further  and 
President  George  Bush  is  push¬ 
ing  a  tax  cut  plan,  meaning  more 
available  spending  money  for  the 
consumer.  All  these  factors  lead 
to  a  conclusion  that  real  estate 
prices  will  continue  to  rise. 

My  2001  prediction  for  the 
Richmond  District  is  for  about  a 
10  percent  price  appreciation  and 
about  the  same  number,  or  fewer, 
sales. 

For  questions,  call  John  M. 
Lee  at  (415)  447-6231. 


Richmond  home  sales  comparison 

1998 

1999 

2000 

Mo,  of  Avg.  Days  on 

No.  of  Avg.  Days  on 

No.  of  Avg.  Days  on 

sales  Price  Market 

sales  Price  Market 

sales  Price  Market 

IStGir.  57  $564,425  .  60 

58  $679,632  47 

40  $814,132  42 

2nd  Qtr.  72  580,855  45 

69  762,844  39 

69  805,682  24 

3rd  Qtr.  75  668,992  41 

62  759,470  32 

64  941,149  26 

4th  Qtr.  _6§  613,502  39 

76  733,361  30 

31  858,961  34 

Total  273  $609,889  46 

265  $735,387  37 

204  $884,993  30 

Year  to  Year  Comparison 

+2.9%  +20.6%  -19.6% 

-23%  +20.3%  -18.9% 

Hemp  Center  bucks  trend 


Continued  from  page  1 

ter  of  disability. 

Each  week,  dozens  of  people 
with  a  disability  get  one  to  two 
grams  of  marijuana  on  the  house, 
a  situation  that  keeps  the  center 
struggling  financially,  Lemons 
said.  The  Hemp  Center  is  cur¬ 
rently  the  only  site  in  the  city  of¬ 
fering  free  donations. 

Customers  shopping  at  the 
center  use  medical  marijuana  for 
a  variety  of  reasons,  including 
pain  management,  psychological 
reasons  or  relief  from  symptoms 
associated  with  AIDS  and  other 
debilitating  diseases. 

Hemp  products,  not  for  con¬ 
sumption,  for  sale  at  the  center 
are  made  from  a  strain  of  mari¬ 
juana  that  is  not  potent  to  smoke 
but  extremely  strong  and  durable. 
Hemp  products  for  sale  at  the 


center  include  clothes  and  gloves 
for  wearing  and  seeds  and 
“sprouts”  for  growing. 

Hemp  products  for  human 
consumption  include  up  to  20 
brands  of  “sativa”  and  “indica” 
marijuana,  hashish,  hash  oil  and 
various  “medicinal  munchies,” 
including  cookies  and  brownies. 
All  marijuana  is  grown  in 
California  to  avoid  any  potential 
problems  with  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  concerning  “interstate 
commerce.” 

The  price  for  most  brands  of 
marijuana  cost  about  the  “street” 
price,  about  $50  for  one-eighth 
of  an  ounce.  Baked  goods  range 
from  $3  to  $8  each. 

Lemons,  44,  is  a  bookkeeper 
by  trade  who  has  worked  to  es¬ 
tablish  computerized  bookkeep¬ 
ing  systems  at  RCH  (Recreation 
Center  for  the  Handicapped)  and 


the  SF  Hospital  Foundation. 

She  became  involved  with 
medical  marijuana  when  her  26- 
year-old  son  was  diagnosed  with 
schizophrenia  and  it  was  recom¬ 
mended  that  he  be  permanently 
institutionalized.  By  smoking 
marijuana,  Lemons  says,  her  son 
is  psychologically  stable  and  able 
to  live  in  the  community. 

There  are  four  other  medical 
marijuana  sites  in  San  Francisco. 
They  are  located  on  Howard, 
Divisadero,  Eureka  and  Church 
streets. 

The  center  follows  strict  rules 
as  to  who  qualifies  for  medical 
marijuana  by  calling  the  doctor 
making  the  medical  recommen¬ 
dation  and  by  making  sure  all  of 
the  necessary  paperwork  and 
forms  are  taken  care  of. 

The  cannabis  club  accepts 
customers  that  have  a  card  issued 
by  the  SF  Department  of  Public 
Health,  a  Medical  Cannabis  I.D. 
Card,  or  other  state-sanctioned 
criteria.  The  city  card  is  also  used 
to  notify  police  officers  of  the 
users  medical  status. 

Part  of  the  problem  with  med¬ 
ical  marijuana  is  politics.  Despite 
the  fact  that  California  voters  ap¬ 
proved  medical  marijuana,  it  is 
still  illegal  according  to  federal 
law  -  and  federal  law  trumps 
state  law. 

Lemons  said  the  newly  elect¬ 
ed  George  Bush  is  a  concern  to 
the  medical  marijuana  establish¬ 
ment  in  the  state  because  it  is  un¬ 
known  if  he  will  intensify  federal 
law  enforcement  efforts. 

“We’re  all  terrified,”  she  said. 

For  more  information,  call 
(415)  221 -HEMP. 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

The  Hemp  Center,  located  on  Balboa  Street,  offers  many 
varieties  of  marijuana  for  medical  purposes. 


Angelina's  Deli 
Cafe  and  Catering 

Open  7  Days,  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
221-7801 

6000  California  St./22nd  Ave. 

"Your  Source  for  Imported  Cheese  in  the 
Richmond  District. " 

Heavenly  Food  -  Down  to  Earth  Prices 
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3216  Geary  Blvd. 
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751-3666 


The  San  Francisco 

HomeShare 

Program 


Are  you  tired  of  living  alone? 

Are  you  concerned  about  security? 


is  an  option  to  consider  if  you  are: 


Homeowners 

•  Need  extra  income  or 
assistance  in  lieu  of  rent 

•  Seek  companionship 

•  Have  extra  space  in  your 
apartment  or  home 


Homeseekers 

•  Want  lower  rent  or  to 
exchange  service  for  rent 

•  Need  decent  affordable 
housing 


NON-PROFIT 
No  Cost 

For  more  information  call: 

San  Francisco  HomeShare 
(415)  759-3760 

A  Program  of  Service  For  Seniors 
A  subsidiary  of  Northern  California  Presbyterian  Homes 


Pick  up  The  Richmond 
review  every  month  at 

ONE  OF  OUR  NEWSRACKS 
Geary  Boulevard 

Geary/Masonic  (S/W  comer)  Geary/17th  Ave.  (N/E  comer) 

Geary/Commonwealth  (N/W  comer)  Geary/18th  Ave.  (N/W  comer)  | 
Geary/ Arguello  Blvd.  (N/E  comer)  Geary/20th  Ave.  (S/E  comer) 
Geary/4th  Ave.  (Cala  Foods)  Geary/27th  Ave.  (Cala) 
Geary/6th  Ave.  (N/E  comer) 

CLEMENT  STREET 

Qement/4th  Ave.  (S/E  comer) 

Gement/8th  Ave.  (2  locations  -  S/W  and  N/W  comers) 
Qement/25th  Ave.  (S/E  comer) 

Other  Locations 

Laurel  Village  -  2  (Cal  Mart/Miz  Browns) 
Sacramento/Presidio  Ave.  (S/E  comer) 
Califomia/Presidio  Ave.  (N/W  comer) 

3838  California  St.  (CPMC) 

Cabrillo/7th  Ave.  (Safeway) 

V.A.  Medical  Center  -  Clement/34th  Ave. 
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LEr  YOUR  EXTRA  GUEST  ROOM  PAY 
FOR  YOUR  MORTGAGE 

'Beef  £'Bl\ecife£as-(:  San  Francisco 

.. _ 

,  -- — 


415-899-0060  bbsf@linex.com  www.bbsf.com 

We  Welcome  New  B&B  Hosts! 


10  New  Dexter  Front-load  Washers 

LARGE  CAPACITY  —  18,  40  and  Giant  55  pound 


the  New  Washtime 

LAUNDROMAT 

Newly  Remodeled 
Hottest  Dryers  In  Town 
2001  Balboa  at  21st  Ave. 

OPEN  6  A.M.  - 11  P.M.  Seven  Days  a  Week 


Serving  the  Neighborhood  Since  1896! 

GILLON 

LUMBER 

Fall  Line  of  Hardware  and  Building  Supplies 

FURNITURE  RESTORATION 
ON  PREMISES 

Free  Estimates 


DELIVERIES  7  DAYS 
A  WEEK 

OPEN 

MONDAY-SATURDAY  8-6; 
SUNDAY  10-3 


www.gillon.com 


r  BUY  0  NEKEY-! 
1  GET  ONE  FREE  ! 

One  coupon  per  cus-  j 
tomer.  Expires  2/28/01 

|  We  Make  Keys  on  ! 
the  Premises. 

1 _ i 


-  We’re  Your  Long-time  Friend  - 

3931  GEARY  BLVD.  at  4m  AVE.  *  733-3400 


Take 


1-  vantage 


I 


1)  superiority  of 
position  or  condition. 

2)  benefit  resulting  from 
some  course  of  action. 


Call  The  Richmond  ReView 
for  more  information 

(415)  831-0463 


February 

l-n 

Billiards  Single  Mingle:  Jewish 
singles  between  40  and  59  are  in¬ 
vited  to  relax  for  an  evening  of 
games  in  the  private  room  of  the 
Great  Entertainer,  975  Bryant  St., 
from  7-9  p.m.,  Sunday,  Feb.  4, 

$12  members,  $15  non-members, 
$18  for  all  at  door.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  Frana  Price  at 
751-2541,  ext.  151. 

Free  Story  time  and  Garden 
Walk:  Bring  your  child  and  curl 
up  together  at  Strybing 
Arboretum  &  Botanical  Gardens' 
Helen  Crocker  Russell  Library. 
February's  theme  is  "City 
Sprouts:  Stories  about  Urban 
Gardening,"  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Sunday,  Feb.  4  and 
Sunday,  Feb  18,  story  at  10:30 
a.m.,  walk  at  11  a.m.  For  more 
information,  call  661-1316,  ext. 
303. 

Benefit  for  UCSF 
Comprehensive  Cancer  Center: 

Raising  Hope,  a  black  tie  dinner 
at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  and  a  con¬ 
cert  at  the  Masonic  Auditorium 
featuring  Natalie  Cole  and 
Michael  Crawford,  of  Phantom 
of  the  Opera  fame,  Friday,  Feb. 

9,  dinner  at  5:30  p.m.,  concert 
performance  at  8:30  p.m.  For 
tickets  or  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  call  502-4337. 

Landscaping  Work  Party:  Join 
gardeners,  neighbors,  and  muse¬ 
um  staff  at  the  California  Palace 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  Lincoln 
Park,  for  a  landscaping  work 
party,  Saturday,  Feb.  10,  9  a.m.  to 

1  p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
750-3502. 

City  Parks  Budget  Meeting:  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
staff  and  the  Parks,  Recreation 
and  Open  Space  Advisory 
Committee  invite  the  public  to  a 
discussion  about  the  depart¬ 
ment's  annual  budget,  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way, 
Saturday,  Feb.  10,  9  a.m.  - 11 
a.m.  For  more  information,  call 
831-2783. 

Ongoing 

Go  Lessons:  Free  lessons  are  be¬ 
ing  offered  for  this  ancient 
Chinese  game  of  strategy  for  all 
experience  levels  and  those  who 
have  never  played  before,  every 
Tuesday,  7  p.m.,  San  Francisco 
Go  Club,  500  Eighth  Avenue,  for 
more  information  call  386-9565. 

Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad 
Club:  Members  maintain  and 
operate  one  of  Northern 
California's  most  extensive 
model  railroads  and  offer  occa¬ 
sional  classes  and  events,  every 
Wednesday,  7  p.m.  to  9:45  p.m., 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way.  For  more  information,  call 
861-7675. 

Public  Speaking:  The  Lands 
End  Toastmasters  Club  meets 
the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  the  month,  from 
5  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m.,  at  the  V.A. 
Medical  Center,  located  at  4150 
Clement  St.,  Room  A122  in 
Building  200.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  221-4208  or  752-7563. 

Family  Lapsit:  Songs,  stories 
and  rhymes  for  infants  to  three 
years  old,  Saturdays  at  10:30 
a.m.  at  the  Richmond  Branch 
Library,  351  Ninth  Ave.  For  in¬ 
formation,  call  666-7021. 

Barbershop  Quartet  Meeting: 

"Sweet  Adelines  of  San 
Francisco,"  a  women's  barber¬ 
shop  harmony  chorus,  meets  ev¬ 
ery  Thursday,  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 
at  the  auditorium  at  St.  John's 
Church,  25  Lake  St.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  681-3104. 

Sutro  Park  Tour:  Free  tour  of 
Sutro  Park  and  the  surrounding 
area  offered  by  City  Guides,  first 
three  Saturdays  of  the  month  at 

2  p.m.,  meet  at  the  lion  statue  at 


Calendar 

12-18 

Black  History  Month  Program: 

Tureeda  Mikell  presents  stories, 
songs  and  poetry  for  ages  5  and 
older,  Richmond  Branch  Library, 
351  Ninth  Ave.,  Monday,  Feb.  12, 
10:30  a.m.  For  more  information, 
call  666-7165. 

Senior  Adult's  Valentine's  Day 
Dance:  Dancing  with  the  Maury 
Wolohan  Band,  free  drawing 
and  refreshments,  SF  County 
Fair  Building,  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Tuesday,  Feb.  13, 
12:30  p.m.  -  3:30  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  666-7079. 

A  General  Theory  of  Love:  A 
discussion  of  biology  that  un¬ 
derlies  loving  relationships  in¬ 
cluding,  but  not  limited  to,  ro¬ 
mantic  relationships,  by  Thomas 
B.  Lewis,  MD  and  Richard  A. 
Lannon,  MD.,  UCSF  Health 
Sciences  West  Bldg.,  #300,  513 
Parnassus  Ave.,  Wednesday., 

Feb.  14, 12:10  p.m.  to  1  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  476-4394. 

KUSF  "Beatsauce"  Benefit: 

Featuring  Wisdom,  Raw  B,  J 
Boogie  and  more.  The  Last  Day 
Saloon,  406  Clement  St.,  Friday, 
Feb.  16,  starts  at  9  p.m. 

Hebrew  Universe:  Paintings  on 
display  by  Amos  van  Gelder, 
Congregation  Emanu-El,  Lake 
Street  and  Arguello  Boulevard, 
Friday,  Feb  16, 6:30  p.m.  to  7:30 
p.m. 

Michael  Musika:  Simple 
Pleasures  Cafe,  36th  Avenue 
and  Balboa  Street,  Sunday,  Feb. 
18,  starts  at  8  p.m. 

Community  Police  Forum:  The 
topic  of  the  February  meeting 
will  be  Parking,  Traffic  and 
Pedestrian  Safety,  Richmond 
Police  Station,  461  Sixth  Ave., 
Tuesday,  Feb.  20,  7  p.m. 

Taoism  and  the  Arts  of  China: 

The  first  comprehensive  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  art  related  to  Taoism,  the 
ancient  Chinese  philosophy  and 
religion,  Asian  Art  Museum, 

Calendar 

the  southwest  comer  of  48th  and 
Pt.  Lobos  avenues.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (650)  560-9015. 

Lawn  Bowling:  Free  lessons  and 
use  of  equipment,  wear  flat- 
soled  shoes,  Wednesdays  at 
noon  or  by  appointment.  Golden 
Gate  Park  near  the  Children's 
Playground.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  826-1437  or  751-3307. 

Dance  Activities  For  "Swingin" 
Seniors:  Enjoy  Ballroom  and 
Latin  dancing  every  Tuesday  at 
2  p.m.  at  30th  Street  Senior 
Services,  225  30th  St.,  Room  325. 
For  more  information,  call  550- 
2221. 

La  Leche  League  Meeting:  The 

international  group  La  Leche 
League,  dedicated  to  providing 
information  and  support  for 
mothers  that  want  to  breastfeed, 
meets  the  second  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  St.  James  Church, 
located  at  4620  California  St.,  at 
7  p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
Margaret  at  665-4140  or  Teresa  at 
751-0705. 

Recreation  Activities:  Activities 
for  pre-school  and  school-age 
children  are  available  at 
Junipero  Serra  Playground,  300 
Stonecrest  Dr.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  337-4713. 

Dance  Classes  For  Seniors: 
Instruction  in  Latin,  Swing  and 
Ballroom  dancing,  Thursdays 
from  10  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center, 
6101  Fulton  St.  at  37th  Avenue. 
For  more  information,  call  666- 
7015. 

Editor's  note:  The  deadline  for 
calendar  submissions  is  the  20th 
of  the  month. 


of  Events 

Golden  Gqte  Park,  opens 
Wednesday,  Feb.  21  and  runs 
through  May  13,  free  for  chil¬ 
dren  under  12,  adults,  $5,  se¬ 
niors  and  youth  aged  12  to  17, 

$4. 

19-28 

Black  History  Month  Program: 

Storyteller  Kookie  Davis  will  tell 
stories  to  celebrate  Black  History 
Month  using  dolls  that  she  creat¬ 
ed,  for  all  ages.  Presidio  Branch 
Library,  3150  Sacramento  St., 
Thursday,  Feb.  22, 10:30  a.m.  For 
more  information,  call  292-2155. 

Free  Cholesterol  Screening: 

Stonestown  YMCA  Senior 
Center,  3150  20th  Ave.,  Friday, 
Feb.  23, 10  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  For 
more  information,  call  923-3155. 

Conservatory  Students  perform 
on  Legendary  Violin:  Seven  SF 
Conservatory  of  Music  violin 
students  will  perform  in  a  rare 
recital  featuring  the  late  Jascha 
Heifetz's  259-year-old  "David" 
Guarneri  del  Gesu  violin, 
Florence  Gould  Theater,  Palace 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 

Saturday,  Feb.  24,  2  p.m. 

SF  Crystal  Fain  Crystals,  miner¬ 
als,  jewelry  will  be  featured.  Fort 
Mason,  Bldg.  A,  Saturday,  Feb 

24. 10  .m.  to  6  p.m.,  Sunday,  Feb. 

25. 10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  $4,  children 
under  12  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  383-7837. 

Toddler  Health  and 
Development:  A  panel  of  speak¬ 
ers  will  address  developmental 
milestones  and  give  a  physi¬ 
cian's  perspective  on  early  child¬ 
hood  health.  Sponsored  by 
Community  Health  Resource 
Center,  Saturday,  Feb.  24.  Call 
923-3155  for  exact  time  and  loca¬ 
tion. 

San  Francisco  Bibliophiles: 

Book  discussions  conducted  in 
the  Russian  Language.  Main 
Library,  Lower  Level, 
Latino/Hispanic  Community 
Meeting  Room,  Saturday,  Feb. 
24, 2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Black  History  Month  Program: 

Featuring  classy  clown/ enter¬ 
tainer  Unique  Derique,  for  all 
ages,  Anza  Branch  Library,  550 
37th  Ave.,  Tuesday,  Feb.  27,  3:30 
p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
666-7160. 

Hispanic  Heritage  Baseball 
Museum  Exhibition:  A  display 
of  100  mementos  of  Hispanic 
Major  League  Baseball  players, 
past  and  present.  Main  Library, 
Sixth  Floor,  Skylight  Gallery 
through  March  25. 
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Year  of  the  Snake 


Continued  from  page  3 

order  of  each  one’s  arrival  to  his 
meeting.  When  each  of  the  ani¬ 
mals  had  been  assigned  to  their 
portion  of  years,  each  one  gave 
something  of  its  traits  and  char¬ 
acteristics  to  those  years. 

Hence,  people  born  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  year  would  have  charac¬ 
teristics  similar  to  that  animal. 

This  is  die  Year  of  The  Snake. 
The  Snake  is  clever  and  swift 
and  it  is  said  that  people  born  in 
snake  years  are  thinkers. 

They  are  charming  and  witty 
and  yet  they  can  be  stingy,  con¬ 
ceited  and  unfaithful. 

Adolphus  Wong  has  a  great 
reverence  for  the  animals  of  the 
Chinese  Zodiac. 

“Each  year  I  prepare  myself 
well  in  advance  for  the  coming 
New  Year,”  said  Wong.  This 
year,  he  said,  is  the  “sacred  and 
soaring  serpent.” 

“Each  time  the  snake  moves, 
it  moves  in  an  upward  motion,” 
he  said.  “It  moves  toward  heav¬ 
en.” 

“The  snake  represents  what  is 
natural  and  what  is  mystical.  It  is 
a  universal  symbol  that  is  recog¬ 
nized  in  many  cultures  through¬ 
out  the  world,”  he  said. 


“Look  at  the  story  in  the  Bible 
-  a  serpent  was  used  in  the  story 
of  Adam  and  Eve.  Universally, 
the  snake  is  a  symbol  of  knowl¬ 
edge,”  he  said.  “The  serpent  is 
wise  and  his  moves  are  thought¬ 
ful.” 

That  is  why  people  born  in  the 
Year  of  the  Snake  are  said  to  be 
thinkers. 

Traditionally,  according  to  the 
cycle  of  the  years  in  the  Chinese 
zodiac,  if  a  person  is  not  compat¬ 
ible  with  the  sign  in  a  given  year, 
then  they  take  precautions  for 
that  year. 

“Some  people  are  supersti¬ 
tious  that  way,”  explained  Dong 
explained.  “For  example,  if  you 
were  born  in  the  zodiac  sign  of 
the  dog,  or  perhaps  the  rat,  then 
the  Year  of  The  Snake  is  not 
compatible  with  you.” 

The  customs,  beliefs  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  Chinese  New  Year 
festivities  vary  from  area  to  area, 
but  whether  it  is  celebrated  in 
China  or  here  in  the  United 
States,  one  thing  is  certain  -  peo¬ 
ple  will  try  to  celebrate  the  holi¬ 
day  with  family  members  and 
friends. 

“Just  being  with  family  and 
friends,  that’s  what  is  important,” 
Dong  said. 


The  choices  you 
make  in  the 
grocery  store 
can  affect  both  your 
grocery  bill  and  the 
quality  of  your  envi¬ 
ronment.  The  good 
news:  what’s  better 
for  the  environment  is  almost  always  better  for 
your  budget.  Just  look  at  packaging.  On  average, 
10  cents  out  of  every  dollar  pays  just  for  that! 
And  while  it’ s  true  that  some  packaging  is  nec¬ 
essary  for  contamination  and  shelf-life  reasons,  a 
lot  of  products  are  clearly  over-packaged.  The  re¬ 
sult?  About  a  third  of  our  collected  trash  is  pack¬ 
aging,  most  of  it  unnecessary. 

Breakfast  cereals  are  a  good  example  of  how 
you  pay  the  price  for  excess  packaging.  Oatmeal 
in  individual  serving  sizes  costs  over  three  times 
as  much  as  the  same  amount  in  a  big  box.  Dry 
cereal  in  single-serving  size  boxes  also  uses 
much  more  packaging,  including  a  plastic  wrap 
to  keep  them  together,  and  costs  over  twice  as 
much  as  buying  a  regular  box  of  cereal.  So 
choose  a  larger  box  and  keep  the  cereal  fresh  by 
closing  the  bag  with  a  paper  clip  after  each  use. 
Other  food  products  are  similar.  Lunch  items 
such  as  fruit  juice,  cookies  and  chips  cost  about 
double  the  price  in  individual  sizes  compared  to 
larger  sizes.  Compare  the  shelf  tags  to  see  how 
much  you  can  save  per  ounce  by  buying  the 
largest  size  you  can  use  and  making  your  own 
single  servings. 

A  lot  of  products  don’t  need  any  packaging  at 
all.  When  buying  fruit  and  vegetables  look  for 


Spare  your  budget 
and  the  Earth 

Stefanie  Pruegel 


produce  “in  the 
nude"  and  avoid  pro¬ 
duce  placed  in  non- 
recyclable  trays  and 
wrapped  with  plastic. 
Apples  and  bananas 
come  with  their  own 
natural  packaging 
and  you  often  don’t  even  need  plastic  produce 
bags,  especially  if  you  only  buy  a  few  pieces.  In 
many  grocery  stores  nuts,  grains  and  pasta,  etc. 
can  be  bought  loose  from  a  bulk  section.  You  can 
get  exactly  the  amount  you  want,  save  money 
and  reduce  packaging  waste,  especially  if  you 
reuse  your  bags  and  containers. 

Disposable  items  are  another  big  money  and 
resource  waster.  A  lot  of  products  that  at  first 
sight  look  so  useful  and  convenient,  are  often 
overpriced  gimmicks  that  are  much  more  expen¬ 
sive  and  wasteful  than  a  reusable  alternative.  A 
“biggie”  among  throw-away  products  are  dispos¬ 
able  plastic  diapers  which  account  for  a  startling 
two  percent  of  total  US  landfill  volume. 

Making  waste-conscious  shopping  decisions 
will  have  many  positive  effects:.' your  grocery 
money  will  go  further,  you’ll  protect  our  natural 
resources,  prevent  pollution  (from  production 
and  transportation  of  packaging  and  disposable 
items  and  from  hauling  garbage  to  the  landfill) 
and  help  San  Francisco  increase  waste  diversion. 

If  you  have  questions  or  topics  that  you  would 
like  to  see  in  future  articles,  please  call  (415) 
554-3400  or  e-mail  sfrecycle@ci.sf.ca.us. 

Stefanie  Pruegel  is  a  public  outreach  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  SF  Recycling  Program. 


Free  workshop  on 
healthy  aging 


> 


Exercise  Tips  for 
Seniors  55  and  Better! 

10:00  -  11:30  am 
Saturday,  March  10 

On  Lok  SeniorHealth  Center 
2700  Geary  (at  Masonic  Ave.) 

Refreshments  provided. 

Space  is  limited  so  register  today. 


On  Lok 

SeniorHealth 


Call  (415)  292  -  8715  to  register 


Tired  of  worrying  about 
your  Web  servers? 

Enjoy  a  good  night’s  sleep... 


(i) 


ServOn 

Managed  Web  Hosting 

415-553-6831 

www.Servon.com 


CLASSIFIED 


ART  CLASSES 

Fogbelt  Studio:  Art  Classes, 
Parkside/Sunset.  New  schedule,  new 
classes  available.  For  brochure,  call 
(415)  661-8502  or  e-mail: 

fogbeltkd@aol.com. 

CHIROPRACTOR 
Rabbonni  L.  Tacusalme,  D.C. 
and  Diana  Solis,  Acupressurist. 
Now  providing  chiropractic, 
acupuncture,  sports  massage  & 
nutritional  counseling.  319  Judah 
St.  664-2268. 

COMPUTER  TUTOR 
Feeling  Left  Out  of  the  High-tech 
Revolution?  For  one-on-one  train¬ 
ing  from  a  calm,  patient  instructor, 
call  Diana  Beach  at  666-01 98. 

CONSTRUCTION  SERVICES 
Hardwood  Floor  Specialists: 
New  installation,  repair,  sand,  refin¬ 
ish.  Quality  and  comparative 
prices.  Old  woods  make  like  new. 
Free  estimates.  Call,  24  hours, 
(415)  584-8435  or  (650)  691-0321. 

Carpentry  and  Painting  (int.  & 
ext.)  Seismic  retro.,  elec.,  plumb¬ 
ing,  flooring,  roof  repairs  and  tree 
trimming  too!  Cal.  St.  license 


#751689.  Jim  Kennedy,  (415)  661  - 
3724. 

DJ.s  FOR  HIRE 

Liven  Up  That  Party!  The 

Spinheads,  D.J.s  are  available  for 
all  your  special  occasions.  Wed¬ 
dings,  parties,  banquets,  we  do  it 
all.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Terry  at 
751-8058  or  Peter  at  221-6372. 

DOG  WALKING  SERVICE 
Dog  Walking  Service  of  San 
Francisco,  731-0120.  Established 
1995.  We  walk  only  one  or  two 
dogs  at  a  time.  Bonded  and 
insured. 

FOR  SALE 

Four-drawer  oak  dresser,  like 
new,  $65.  (415)221-4172. 

HANDYMAN 

Handyman  Available:  If  you  don't 
have  the  time  or  skill  to  do  those 
household  repairs,  I  do.  I  can 
repair  a  door,  build  a  closet,  install 
shelves,  build  or  repair  a  deck  or  a 
fence  and  even  trim  a  tree.  I  also 
do  light  plumbing,  electrical  or  tile 
work.  Robert,  (415)  566-3389. 

HAULING  SERVICES 
Mr.  Morgenstern's  Hauling:  Junk 
removed  from  apartments,  garages 


or  whole  house.  Discounts  for  sal¬ 
vage  and  old  stuff.  Free  estimates 
anytime.  Call  (415)  902-8026. 

HEALTH 

Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Free. 
Recovery  tape  lines:  support  mes¬ 
sages  for  recovering  addicts. 
Two  lines,  two  messages.  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  24  hours 
a  day. 

HEALTH  PRODUCTS 

Shaklee  Products  delivered  to 
your  home  or  office.  Online  at 
http:/www.shaklee.net/ewing-tracy. 
Sports  products  also. 

HELP  WANTED 
Office/Warehouse  Manager.  Part- 
time,  3  days  per  week.  We  are  seeking 
a  very  organized  experienced  person 
with  multi-task  abilities,  Macintosh 
experience,  strong  telephone  skills, 
good  typing  and  excellent  English  for 
work  in  our  relaxed  warehouse  in  the 
Richmond  District  around  Sixth 
Avenue.  We  offer  competitive  wages 
and  health  benefits.  Position  involves 
data  entry,  customer  service,  inventory 
control,  acting  as  a  personal  secretary 
to  the  CEO,  receiving  of  shipments, 
ordering  supplies  and  materials.  This  is 
a  permanent  long-term  position.  Please 


fax  your  resume  or  letter  of  interest, 
including  salary  requirements,  to  (41 5) 
668-2321. 

MEDITATION 

Free  Meditation  Class:  Tuesdays 
at  7:30  p.m.  at  Psychic  Horizons, 
972  Valencia  St./21st  Street  &  Free 
Healing  Fair  on  Feb.  24  at  2  p.m. 
Call  643-8800  for  information  or 
just  drop  in.. 

MENTORS  NEEDED 
Enterprise  For  High  School 
Students  needs  volunteer  mentors 
to  work  one-on-one  with  high 
school  students  to  help  them 
develop  job  skills  and  explore 
careers.  For  more  information,  call 
896-0909,  ext.  304. 

VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES 
Anti-Rape  Activists  Needed  to 
support  sexual  assault  survivors. 
San  Francisco  Women  Against 
Rape  Crisis  Counselor  Training  for 
Women  of  Color.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (415)  861-2024. 

Maitri,  a  15-bed  residence  for  peo¬ 
ple  living  with  AIDS,  seeks  com¬ 
passionate  individuals  to  provide 
practical  and  emotional  support  to 
terminally  ill  patients.  Please  call 


us  to  find  out  how  you  can  make  a 
difference  at  (415)  558-3004. 

Shanti  Volunteers  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  life  of  someone  living 
with  HIV  disease  or  AIDS.  For 
information,  contact  Maureen 
Smith  at  674-4722  or  e-mail  to 
msmith@shanti.org. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Improve  Your  Photographic 
Skills.  S.F.’s  oldest  camera  club 
welcomes  new  members  using  35 
mm  slides.  Dues  $20  annually. 
Ring  Jim  (415)  285-4535. 

TAI  CHI 

Tai  Chi  Sunday  Afternoons  at 

Sherba's  Sports  Center  (41st  and 
Balboa).  Contact  Prof.  Chi-hsiu  D. 
Weng  at  (408)  836-3459. 

Affordable  rates.  All  skill  levels  wel¬ 
come. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

Telecommunications  Wiring  and 
Jack  Installation.  Telephone  sys¬ 
tems,  CAT  5  for  DSL/computer  net¬ 
work,  cable  T.V.,  audio,  doorbell 
and  intercom  installation. 
Business/Residential.  All  Wired 
Communications.  Kent  (415)  401- 
0214. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing . 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  ReView 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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Improve  your  reading,  writing,  math  and  English  skills. 

Watch  the  ADULT  LEARNING  HOUR 

on  KQED  Public  Television  9 
Monday  through  Friday  from 
5  a.m.  to  6  a.m. 


For  more  information  call 
(415)  553-2200 

or  log  on  to  www.kqed.org/ednet. 


MONDAY-FRIDAY 

5AM-6AM 

KQED  9 

public  television 
kqed.org/ednet 


Standard  Plumbing  MX  Hardware 

OVER  25,000  DIFFERENT  ITEMS  IN  STOCK  tCE 


/>ct\ 

Everyday 
Low  Prices  — 

Contractor 

Discount  Between  1 1  th  &  1 2th  Ave. 


OPEN  7  DAYS  M0N.-FRI.  8AM-7PM  SAT.  9AM-SPM  SUN.  11AM-5PM 

1019  Clement  St.  221-1888 


A 

Hardware 


Prices  Limited  to  Stock  on  Hand 


COMPLETE  DISCOUNT  PLUMBING  •  ELECTRICAL  •  HARDWARE  •  GARDENING  &  PAINT  STORE 


.tC£ 


Hardware 


OVER  25,000  DIFFERENT  ITEMS  IN  STOCK 

COMMERCIAL  CHARGE  ACCOUNT  WELCOMED 

■  Paint,  Computerized  Color  Matching 

■  Ladders,  Caulkings,  Sundries 

■  Hand  Tools  &  Power  Tools 

■  Plumbing  &  Electrical  Supplies 

■  Heaters  ■  Fans  &  Air  Conditioning 

■  Hardware  ■  Locks  &  Re-Keys 

■  Houseware  ■  Small  Appliances 

■  Glass  Cut  ■  Vacuum  Cleaners 

■  Lawn  &  Garden  Supplies  ■  Insecticides 

■  Janitorial  Supplies  ■  Window  Shades  cut  to  size 

■  Chain,  Rope  &  Wire  Cutting 

■  Weather  Strip  and  Insulations 

■  Batteries,  Flashlights,  Light  Bulbs 
Do-It-Yourself  Headquarters 

Personalized  Knowledgeable  Service  •  DeNvery  Available 

OPEN  7  DAYS  Mon.-Fri.  8AM-7PM 
Sat.  9AM-6PM  Sun.  11AM-5PM 


BUYS! 

$30 


Smoke  and 
Carbon  Monoxide 
Alarm 


One  alarm  protects 
your  family  against 
two  deadly  house¬ 
hold  threats  - 
carbon  monoxide 
poisioning  and  fire. 
Battery  operated. 

5137856 


Aj  j  Super  Long  Life 

^11  Soft  White  Bulb 

15  or  20  watt, 

energy  saving, 

compact 

fluorescent  bulb. 

-  1jLl?!!» 

10.000  average 

-  1  J  B 

life  hours 

a,  Wh 

28  watt  bulb....$13 

Plumbing  Service  Department 

Complete  Plumbing  Sales  and  Service 

Repair  and  Replacement  for  All  Plumbing 


1  or  Service,  Call  — 

221-1888 


rvN- 


Commercial  &  Residential 

■  GAS  AND  WATER 

■  SEWER  AND  DRAIN 

■  TOILET  AND  FAUCET 

■  GARBAGE  DISPOSALS 

■  HEATER  AND  FURNACE 

■  WATER  HEATER  INSTALLATION 

"We  have  been  serving  your 
neighborhood  for  more  than  25  years." 
CA  State  Lie.  #330341 


1019  CLEMENT  STREET  *  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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Natural- looking  teeth 
with  IPS  Empress 
Porcelain. 

Permanent  tooth 
replacement 
without  caps. 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won  1  believe  our  prices! 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


— — 


cean  view 

.S  Lfl  Tf  Za\  LL 
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EXCELLENCE  IN  DENTISTRY  AND  PROFESSIONAL 
CARE  FOR  OVER  15  YEARS 

Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

$6600  Per  Year 


♦  One  dav  denture 
construction  &  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Secure  Horizon  Provider 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 

♦  Delta  Care  Provider 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases,  Please  call  for  details. 


760  La  Playa 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

www.oceanviewdental.com 


(415)  221-5592 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 
A.D.A.  and  C.D.A.  Members 


*39 
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New  Patients  Only  I 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays  | 

♦  Complete  Oral  Exam 

♦  Oral  Cancer  Screening  | 

♦  Doctor’s  Consultation  And  | 

Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment  | 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with  J 

any  other  offer.  Expires  2/28/01 . 

Professional  Complete  "] 
Teeth  Bleaching  System  I 

$2oo00 


Only 

All  other  cosmetic  procedures 
priced  to  fit  your  budget.  With 
coupon  only.  Expires  2/28/01 . 


NEW  Now  Available 
Teeth  Whitening  Treatment  i 
"We  can  brighten  your  teeth  in  I 
a  half-hour  dental  visit!" 


Only  *200°° 

With  coupon  only.  Expires  2/28/01 . 

Balboa  St. 
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Fultbn  St. 


GG  Park 


